
What’s On Tap At Your House?

Come See How Easy and 
Affordable Making Your Own

Beer and Wine Can Be!

Providing Quality Supplies for Your
Homemade Beer, Wine, and Soda

325 Water Street, Gardiner   (207) 588-BEER
www.MainiacBrewing.com

Gerard’s Pizza
CALL US FOR YOUR PARTY NEEDS! Delivery Available!

OPEN 7 DAYS • Sun 11-8, Mon-Wed 9-8, Thur-Fri 9-9, Sat 11-9

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
MAKE GREAT

GIFTS!

When was
the last time 

you had a 
piece?

ee 

233 Water Street, Gardiner • 207-582-6178
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BY JULIE SENK
Main Street Gardiner

Special to Gardiner at a Glance

From the moment one 
enters Maine, it’s clear, “this 
is the way life should be.” And 
with its amazing food scene, 
spectacular outdoor festivals 
and endless scenery, summer 
in Maine is the way summer 
should be. 

With the temperature rising 
steadily, one can practically 
taste the beach-side barbe-
cues, envision lakeside sunsets 
from the porch and hear the 
crackling of a campfire and the 
laughter of friends late into the 
night. 

Like the rest of us, Gardiner 
is also gearing up for the sum-
mer season. 

Tucked between the moun-
tains and the coast, Gardiner is 
a small city with a purpose — 
one of revitalizing the down-
town area through the efforts of 
the city and the creation of the 
Gardiner Main Street. Formed 
in the early 2000s, the organiza-
tion’s main goal is to strength-
en the cultural and economic 
livelihood of the town. 

Gardiner is now kicking off a 
series of events that celebrate 
what lies at the heart of every 
thriving small town: a strong 
and vibrant community. 

And like every community, 
the Gardiner River Festival, 
brought to you by U.S. Cellular, 
on June 18, is an event that 
contains multitudes — live 
music throughout the day, a 
craft fair situated on historic 
Water Street and interactive 
“field day” activities for all 
ages. Maybe you wish to see 
what your future holds? Get 
your tarot cards read at the 

Gardiner River Festival. Still 
feeling sluggish after a long 
Maine winter? Stretch out with 
some yoga at the Waterfront. 
Do you love Twister but wish 
your entire extended family 
could get in on the fun? Bring 
them all to the Giant Lawn 
Twister Game.

The event extends to the Gar-
diner Waterfront Park, so don’t 
miss the free boat rides on the 
Kennebec River, as well as a 
variety of tasty food vendors 
and plenty of crafts and games. 
Be sure to stick around for the 
Gardiner Federal Credit Union 

Fireworks show, which will 
get the summer started with a 
literal bang.

And the band will play on. 
With a starting lineup of 
Muddy Ruckus at the Gardiner 
Waterfront Park on June 17, 
free concerts will be brought 
by Pyro City Fireworks & 
Johnson Hall every Friday 
evening from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
through the end of August. 
Come see Maine’s very own 
Pete Kilpatrick Band on July 
8, or listen to some bluegrass 
and watch the boats go by with 
Jerks of Grass on July 15. Re-

member to check the calendar 
of events to see some of the 
other great musicians who will 
be stopping by the waterfront 
this summer. 

Have an interest in vintage 
cars? Gardiner does too. 
Paired with local food and mu-
sic, the Gardiner Waterfront 
Park is once again the place to 
be every Thursday night from 
5 to 7 p.m. at the Classic Car 
Cruise-In. This is a great time 
for car enthusiasts to marvel 
at Thunderbirds or Studebak-
ers while also enjoying tasty 
provisions contributed by 

Central Maine Meats, one of 
the Cruise-In’s sponsors. 

For a relaxing and informa-
tive cultural stroll, the historic 
Water Street will be hosting 
ArtWalk Gardiner on Friday, 
Aug. 5. This event showcases 
the cultural and artistic integ-
rity that thrives in Gardiner 
and will feature exhibitions 
by prominent local artists. 
And don’t forget to take a 
moment between appreciating 
hand-crafted ceramics and 
fine art prints to marvel at the 
stunning 19th century archi-
tecture that lines Water Street. 

Some might say with all the 
events happening in Gardiner, 
summer here is an embarrass-
ment of riches. But we’re OK 
with that. After all, it’s the way 
summer should be! Gardin-
er Main Street’s calendar 
of events will carry into the 
fall, straight through to 2017, 
offering everyone a chance to 
take part in the culture and 
spirit of a small town that 
continues to make history. For 
more information about these 
and other events coming up in 
Gardiner, visit www.gardiner-
mainstreet.org.

Gardiner at a Glance: The way summer should be 

Main Street plans full program of events

Some of the events planned for this summer at the Gardiner Waterfront are free waterfront concerts, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m, June 17 through August 26, and the Classic Car 
Cruise Ins, from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursdays May through September.

June 1: FaceTime Social Networking, 5 to 7 p.m., Crook-
ed Halo Cider House, 46 Church St.
June 4: Maine Event Comedy, 7:30 p.m., Johnson Hall, 
280 Water St.
June 17: Free Waterfront Concert: Muddy Ruckus, 7:30 to 
9 p.m., Followed by fireworks, Gardiner Waterfront Park.
June 18: Greater Gardiner River Festival, all day down-
town event on Water Street & Waterfront Park.

July 1: Free Waterfront Concert: Lexi James, 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.
July 6: FaceTime Social Networking, 5 to 7 p.m. Johnson 
Hall, 280 Water St.
July 8: Free Waterfront Concert: Pete Kilpatrick Band, 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.
July 15: Free Waterfront Concert: Jerks of Grass, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.
July 22: Free Waterfront Concert: Inanna, 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.
July 29: Free Waterfront Concert: Ale House String Band, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.

Aug. 3: FaceTime Social Networking, 5 to 7 p.m., Zardus 
Art Of Massage & Wellness Spa, 1 Lincoln Ave.
Aug.5: Gardiner Artwalk – Inside downtown Gardiner busi-
nesses, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Aug. 5: Free Waterfront Concert, The Gawler Family, 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park. 
Aug. 12: Free Waterfront Concert, Bishop Avenue, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park. 
Aug. 19: Free Waterfront Concert, Sassquatch, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.
Aug. 26: Free Waterfront Concert, Half Moon Jug Band, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Gardiner Waterfront Park.

Sept. 7: FaceTime Social Networking, 5:00 to 7:00 pm, 
Spruce It Up Services, 307 Water St.
Sept. 10: Barks in the Park, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Gardiner 
Waterfront Park.

Oct. 5: FaceTime Social Networking, 5 to 7 p.m., The 
Stone Turret Bed & Breakfast, 17 Lincoln Ave.
Oct. 8: Swine & Stein Oktoberfest 11:30 am to 6:30 p.m., 
Water Street.

Oct. 28: Children’s Downtown Trick Or Treating 3 to 5 
p.m., along Water Street.

Nov. 2: FaceTime Social Networking, 5 to 7 p.m., Gardiner 
Federal Credit Union, 420 Brunswick Ave.
Nov. 5: Early Bird Sale in Downtown Gardiner, 6 to 10 
a.m.
Nov. 26: Small Business Saturday.

Dec. 1: Downtown Tree Lighting, Johnson Park, next to 
Johnson Hall, 5 to 6 p.m.
Dec. 3: Parade Of Lights, along Water Street through 
downtown, 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 7: FaceTime Social Networking, 5 to 7 p.m., Location 
TBA.

ONGOiNG
Open Mic: Every Tuesday, 5 to 8 p.m., Niche Inc., 289 
Water St.
Classic Car Cruise in: Thursdays May – September from 5 
to 7 p.m. at the Gardiner Waterfront Park. 
Gardiner Summer Farmers Market: Wednesdays June 
-October from 3 to 6:30 p.m.at the Gardiner Common.

GARDiNER 2016 CALENDAR OF EvENTS

ALWAYS OPEN!
PLAY ANYTIME, EVEN IN THE WINTER!

Concrete Tee Pads • 21 Scenic Areas
Pro-Shop stocked with Discs,

Beverages and Goodies!$5 for 1 round
$8 for all day play
$48 for 7 all-day pass or
$45 for 10 rounds
$2 for walkers

play
ay pass or
nds

s

702 Lewiston Road, West Gardiner • 215-9508

18 Mach III Baskets on short,
fi tnesse courses, with 3 more professional 

baskets on long fairways

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE!

A Women’s & Men’s Consignment Shop

Check us out on Facebook! 

Gardiner’s fi rst choice in quality consignment
for the past two decades!

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

279 Water Street, Gardiner
207-582-2886

ART . CRAFT . DESIGN

263 Water Street, Gardiner
www.monkitree.com

Open Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4

Jewelry
Pottery
Kitchen

Wood
Textiles
Featured 
Artists

And
More!



On Target Utility Services,
headquartered in Gardiner,
provides locating, ticket screening, 
smart grid, telecommunications,
power line and construction services 
to utility, telecommunication,
cable and private customers 
throughout the Northeast.

On Target Utility Services, 617 Water Street, Gardiner
Providing Personal Care Services

Across Maine Since 1994

To learn more, call us at
1-800-639-3084
or visit us online at

www.homecareforme.org

218 Water Street, Gardiner  • 582-0888
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BY NANCY P. MCGINNIS
Correspondent

What’s better than finding an-
tique, vintage and-or unique items 
for your own home or a gift, all at a 
great price —  it could be knowing 
that your purchase supports ani-
mals in need in your own commu-
nity or one nearby.

Since opening its doors in 
November of 2012, Pooch’s 2nd 
Hand Shop has donated more than  
$33,000 to local animal shelters and 
rescue agencies.

“It’s all because of our custom-
ers, and we couldn’t do it without 
our volunteers,” said Bethany 
Rackliff, owner of the shop located 
at 307 Water Street in downtown 
Gardiner.  “After we pay our rent, 
insurance and the electric bill, 
every penny taken in is turned over 
to organizations like the Kennebec 
Valley Humane Society and PALS, 
and others in central Maine and 
beyond.”

Pooch’s ever-changing inven-
tory — mostly donated, some on 
consignment — includes furniture, 
home décor, kitchen items, linens, 
jewelry, accessories, toys, tools, 
books and artwork. 

“We look for high-end items and 
price everything fairly,” said Rack-
liff, who depends on a handful of 
animal-loving volunteers, including 
her own parents, Charlene and 
Paul Rackliff, to keep the shop op-
erating. To maximize the potential 
contribution to animals in need, no 
one, including Bethany Rackliff, is 

on the payroll.
The business actually started in 

2010 “out of my parents’ garage 
in Vassalboro,” said Rackliff, 
who makes a living as director of 
Wholistic Home Care of Maine, 
a Gardiner-based, state-licensed 
home care agency for the elderly 
and disabled. 

Paul and Charlene Rackliff have 
encouraged and supported their 
daughter’s efforts from the start.

 “I got the idea while I was 
volunteering for rescues and (be-
came) very aware of their ongoing 
struggles for operating funds to 
stay afloat,” she explained.  “I 
knew I couldn’t personally take in 
any more than the six rescued pets 
I already had, and I already gave as 
much money as I could, so I want-
ed to find another way to help.”

Bethany Rackliff realized there 
were many others who shared her 

love of thrift-shopping, recycling 
and repurposing, as well as animal 
lovers and simply folks with limited 
budgets.  When the former Henny 
Penny shop became available with 
its large storefront display space, 
and the City of Gardiner offered 
assistance, Rackliff seized the 
opportunity.  

In addition to its retail sales, the 
shop distributes information on 
adoptable animals and occasion-
ally hosts special rescue/shelter 
events. They participate each year 
at Gardiner’s Barks in the Park 
gathering, offering refreshments 
for sale with all proceeds benefit-
ting local shelters.  Pooch’s 2nd 

Hand Shop has a Facebook page 
that announces upcoming events, 
and also spotlights some new ar-
rivals offered for sale; it also shares 
clever ideas for repurposing and 
DIY projects.

Pooch’s is named in honor of the 
memory of a little stray Corgi-Chi-
huahua mix who “showed up in 
my life just when I needed him,” 
Rackliff said.  He wandered up 
to her in a parking lot a decade 
ago, two days before she was set 
to head out of state on her own. 
“I think we were both feeling 
scared and lonely.  Since no one 
claimed him, he traveled with me 
to Florida and became my best 

friend for life.” 
Animals are important, accord-

ing to Rackliff.
“It’s so important to build 

awareness of animals in need in 
our community,” said Rackliff, 
currently a “foster failure” mom 
to five rescued dogs and two cats.  
“I really want to spread the word 
that all of our proceeds go to the 
shelters.”  

Rackliff is proud of Pooch’s 
volunteers and thankful to all her 
clientele, many of them loyal re-
peat customers who have helped 
her transform her personal mis-
sion into a continuing community 
success story.

Pooch’s Second Hand Shop gives back

Profits support animals in need 

POOCH’S 2nd HAND SHOP
307 Water Street, Gardiner, 592-5565
www.poochssecondhandshop.com

Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday through Saturday
Donations may be delivered anytime during business hours.
Call for more information about consignment or volunteering

In its downtown Gardiner storefront windows, Pooch’s 2nd Hand Shop volunteers display 
a rotating sample of the assortment of vintage, antique and unique items for sale, with 100 
percent of the proceeds to benefit animals in need at local shelters and rescue organiza-
tions.

“After we pay our rent, insurance and the electric bill, every penny taken in 
is turned over to organizations like the Kennebec Valley Humane Society and 
PALS, and others in central Maine and beyond.” 

BEtHANY RACKLIff, owNER of PooCH’S 2Nd HANd SHoP

Nancy P. McGinnis photos
On a recent visit to the shop, Pooch’s volunteers Phyllis Doyle and 
Gail Schroeder (in blue) show off a maple dining table and a set of 
Queen Anne chairs.
Left, Chia, a neighbor dog, often volunteers as the store greeter.

Chapman’s Fuel and

Chapman’s Auto Sales & Service

2 Bridge 
Street,

Gardiner

2

G

582-5152John Flowers, DVM, Heather Crispell, DVM
Andrew Osborn, DVM

We deliver customized care based on pet’s needs and 
owner’s desires with a focus on client service and education

www.athomeveterinarycare.com | offi ce@athomeveterinarycare.com

6 Lewiston Road, West Gardiner

207-582-8800

$25 OFF Service
with coupon:

New Clients Only!

Areas of Practice:
Domestic and Family Law
Real Estate and Mortgage Lending Service
Corporate and Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Personal Injury
Mediation

6 Central Maine Crossing, Gardiner, ME 04345 • 582-3650 • info@farrislaw.com

FARRIS LAW

Commitment

Preparation

Experience

Relationships

Best Wings in Town!
Famous Steak

& Cheese
Sandwiches, Soup,

Delicious Pizza,
Salads and More!

588-0081
Eat-in or Take-out

Depot Square
Gardiner

Open 7 Days
11 a.m. - Close

Red Sox Nation / MLB Headquarters
Watch All The Games Here!

11 Flat Screens & 36 Beers On Tap!

NEW OUTDOOR PATIO AND PICNIC TABLES
Live Entertainment Thursday & Saturday Nights!

Red Sox

TEMPTING PRE-GAME APPETIZERS!
CHILI • BEER BATTERED SHRIMP

SUPER NACHOS • MOZZARELLA STIX
JALAPEÑO POPPERS • ONION RINGS • MORE!

GOSLINE-MURCHIE
AGENCY

Established in Gardiner
in 1955 and a proud member
of the downtown communtiy!
The Gosline-Murchie agency is a locally owned, inde-
pendent insurance agency equipped to meet and service 
all your insurance needs. We have the resources to pro-
vide numerous coverage options and the ability to locate 
and work with the carriers who offer those coverages.
While having grown to become one of Central Maine’s 
largest insurance agencies, we intend to maintain a 
strong local presence with the ability to share expertise 
in a wide variety of insurance coverages including Life, 
Health, Auto, Homeowners, Business, Trucking, Fixed 
Indexed Annuities, Long Term Care and more.

582-4120
189-193 Water Street

Gardiner

Insurance and Risk
Management Services



Authentic
Italian
Cuisine

Pasta’z Authentic Italian Cuisine
304 Water Street, Gardiner • 582-8222 • pastazrestaurant.com

Featuring homemade dessert and sangria (Seasonally)
Seating diners from Tuesday through Saturday from 4:30 to close.

Reservations recommended for guaranteed seating. Please call 48 hours in advance.

All sauces and several pastas made
from scratch, then served in a skillet.
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Officially, the mission of Johnson 
Hall is “to promote, create and 
inspire artistic excellence through 
the presentation of world-class 
entertainment and professional 
performing arts education,” driving 
cultural and economic growth for 
the greater Gardiner community in 
the process. 

What this means to audiences is 
“you won’t want to miss this!”

Built in 1864, hotelier Benja-
min Johnson’s converted livery 
stable, now known as Johnson 
Hall, is  billed as the oldest Opera 
House in Maine. Michael Miclon, 
the executive/artistic director of 
the nonprofit organization by the 
same name, is enthusiastically and 
strategically fostering its current 
evolution into the leading theatrical 
force in the Kennebec Valley, while 
also overseeing the ongoing reno-
vation of the historic premises.

Miclon, himself a professional 
entertainer who began his career 
as an apprentice of Benny and 
Denise Reehl of the New England 
New Vaudeville Revue, said he is 
thrilled to report that the number 
of performances as well as the siz-
es of the audience have soared in 
the past three years since he joined 
the organization.

 “And our audiences are coming 
not just from central Maine but 
all over — Brunswick, Portland, 
Lewiston-Auburn, Bangor, even 
out of state and Canada,” Miclon 
said. He projects that a total of 3,000 
people will attend 42 Johnson Hall 
shows over the course of 2016.

Currently, indoor performances 
are held in Johnson Hall’s 110-seat 
“black box” studio theater and 
multi-use space on the ground 
floor. Meanwhile, extensive and 
meticulous renovations will cul-
minate in 2019 with the reopening 
of the historic, grand upstairs per-
formance venue with an audience 
capacity of 400. 

By 2021, Miclon said he looks for-
ward to offering an impressive 70 
to 80 shows a year at Johnson Hall. 
Miclon is always happy to answer 
questions and to entertain ideas 
and suggestions for entertainment 
and performing arts events at 
Johnson Hall.

“Any time our box office is open, 
(from noon to 3 p.m. Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday and Friday) feel 
free to stop by for an informal tour 
of the building.”  

While the future for Johnson Hall 
looks promising indeed, exciting 
events are taking place right now. 

During the school year, John-
son Hall’s Artists in the Schools 
outreach initiative has been 
instrumental in bringing perform-
ing arts to students in local schools 
while eliminating barriers such 
as transportation logistics and 
expenses. As a result, Johnson 
Hall is attracting a new generation 
of aficionados; new young fans 
are rekindling their parents’ and 

grandparents’ interest in Johnson 
Hall at the family dinner table.  

“We encourage whole families to 
attend our family-friendly theater 
events,” Miclon said, citing new 
reduced ticket pricing for young-
sters: “It’s cheaper to bring your 
kids to the theater than to pay for 
a babysitter.” Johnson Hall also 
offers live music concerts and 
stand-up shows, geared for adult 
audiences. 

Registration is now open for 
Johnson Hall’s SPARK, a theater 
day camp for young people. The 
former Shenanigans program 
has been revamped, now focusing 
on professional performing arts 
education offered in four, one-week 
sessions for kids ranging in age 
from 8 to 14.

“We’re hiring full-time perform-
ers and theater educators to work 
with our campers, who will have 
a chance to master the critical 
fundamentals, such as developing 
stage presence and how to project 
on stage.” he said. “We’ll help each 
youngster find what sparks his or 
her own interest, from circus arts 
to improv, ensemble, voice, juggling 
or magic —  and participate in a 
variety show at the end of each 
session to show what they have 
mastered.”

This year, all summer long from 
July 1-Aug. 26 — by the river where 
cool breezes drift off the Kennebec 
at Gardiner’s Waterfront Park — 
Johnson Hall will host free weekly 

Friday evening concerts from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Miclon invites folks to “come for 
the music, and stay for the party.”  
Food vendors will be on hand, or 
bring a picnic. Plan to arrive early 
to claim a scenic spot to relax and 
enjoy the live music, ranging from 
country-pop to bluegrass to folk 
and fusion rock. 

As part of the Gardiner Riverfest, 
which kicks off the Kennebec Val-
ley’s “Whatever Family Festival,” 
Johnson Hall will present a free 
Waterfront Concert performance 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 17,  
featuring Muddy Ruckus, a darkly 
Inventive Americana, indie folk, 
rock duo.  And on Saturday, John-
son Hall will offer four more live 
waterfront performances — plan 
to stay afterward for the fireworks, 
both evenings. 

On July 6, Johnson Hall will be 
partnering with Gardiner Main 
Street to host the latter’s monthly 
FaceTime,  gathering for interest-
ed members of the business com-
munity, local residents, and anyone 
who would like to take part.  

“We’re planning our season re-
lease party that evening, in honor 
of the occasion,” Miclon said. The 
public is invited to attend this infor-
mal event at Johnson Hall, where 
the entire upcoming season line-up 
will be announced,  tickets will be 
available for purchase, and special, 
one-night-only opportunities and 
promotions will be presented.

Johnson Hall continues to undergo renovations 

Patrons come from as far away as Canada

The impressive façade of Johnson Hall, now a vibrant 
performing arts venue, and a Water Street landmark in 
downtown Gardiner since 1864. 

Nancy P. McGinnis photos
Michael Miclon, a well-known Maine performer who is also the 
executive/artistic director of Johnson Hall, on the third floor of the 
historic landmark building where extensive renovation is taking 
place. Varied Johnson Hall programming for all ages continues to 
take shape on the ground floor and at the Gardiner Waterfront.

“And our audiences are coming not just from cen-
tral Maine but all over — Brunswick, Portland, 
Lewiston-Auburn, Bangor, even out of state and 
Canada.” 

MICHAEL MICLoN, ExECUtIVE/

ARtIStIC dIRECtoR  of JoHNSoN HALL

JOHNSON HALL PERFORMiNG 
ARTS CENTER

280 Water Street, Gardiner
207-582-7144

www.johnsonhall.org



FULL SERVICE 
PHARMACY

ACCEPTING MOST 
INSURANCES

Text Message Alerts 
when prescriptions

are ready!

Request refi lls via web 
or mobile.

Full line of compression 
stockings, vitamins,

fi rst aid and over-the-
counter items.

35 Bridge St., Gardiner | 588-7202
www.gardinerapothecary.com

• JOHN TWADELLE, OWNER •

Medications and services of a modern 
pharmacy, but with the friendly, personalized 

service of an independent business.

Great Food!

Friendly Service!

Daily Specials!
DAVE’S DINER

588-0022

390 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

Janet Slade Insurance Agency Inc.
Janet Slade, Agent

327 Water Street
Gardiner, ME 04345-2160
janet@janetslade.com
www.janetslade.com
NMLS #139716 MLO #390621 MLO License #390621

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.
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Randolph Hardware is cele-

brating its first anniversary this 
month at 244 Water Street.  

One of the owners, Rob 
Gardiner, said recently that 
the business has done well this 
past year and that it’s been well 
received by locals. He attributes 
the success of the new business 
to friendly and knowledgeable 
staff, as well as the faithful sup-
port of the local community.

“The store has been well 
received in the area and we’ve 
been overwhelmed with positive 
comments from local folks,” 
Gardiner said.  “We’ve appre-
ciated their patience as we’ve 
experienced growing pains.”

The Gardiners aren’t new to 
the hardware business. Rob’s 
father, Bob Gardiner, opened 
Damariscotta Hardware more 
than 50 years ago. 

Like the Damariscotta 
store, Randolph Hardware is 
a family-run business where 
each customer is counted as 
important. Rob Gardiner said 
they’ve listened to requests and 
comments from their Randolph 
customers during the past year 
and adjusted their inventory to 
match many of those requests. 

According to RandolphHard-
ware.com, the warehouse con-
tains more than 67,000 products. 
Two fully-loaded trucks drop off 
products each week and they 
can also order directly from 
vendors.  The store offers a 
large selection of paint, plumb-

ing, electrical and gardening 
supplies. They also have a 
rental center, factory-authorized 
power equipment repair and an 
extensive tool selection. They’re 
offering a brand new line of 
Channel Lock mechanic’s tools. 
They stock Stihl outdoor power 
equipment and Milwaukee tools.

Meanwhile, they also offer 
myriad other sales and servic-
es. They provide screen repair, 
lamp repair, glass cutting, shade 
cutting, handle replacement, 
key cutting, chip key duplica-
tion, propane refills, pipe cutting 
and threading, vacuum sales 
and service, computerized cus-
tom color paint match, sharp-
ening, and lock rekeying.  They 
also repair small engines and 
space heaters.

The equipment rental pro-
gram at Randolph Hardware 
allows customers to try out a 
piece of equipment before pur-
chasing it. If a customer decides 
to purchase the equipment 
within 24 hours of renting it, the 
customer won’t be charged any 
rental fee. The store  promises 
on its website to answer the 
phone 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week to respond to ques-
tions and offer advice regarding 
the equipment. 

The store rents a variety of 
equipment for both homeowners 
and contractors. They recom-

mend making a reservation  — 
especially during high demand 
season — for equipment such as 
log splitters, pressure washers 
and tillers. They will deliver and 
pick up everything from wallpa-
per steamers to excavators to 
job sites within a 10-mile radius 
of the rental center for a $50 fee.

“The rental center is improv-
ing,” Gardiner said.  “It started 
slow but the numbers are con-
tinuing to improve each month.”

Each month, certain items 
in the store are featured on 
sale. June sale items include a 
number of Milwaukee tools, RV 
supplies and Best Look paints.

Randolph Hardware is open 
for business from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 7 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.  For more 
information call 582-3428. 

Randolph Hardware 

celebrates first anniversary

Shop offers myriad supplies, services

“we’ve been overwhelmed with positive com-
ments from local folks.” 

RoB GARdINER, AN owNER of RANdoLPH HARdwARE

Sawdust has been flying at SpinOff Studio in 
Gardiner for the past month. SpinOff, a nonprofit 
program for adults with developmental disabili-
ties, has partnered with a team of Gardiner Main 
Street volunteers to construct sturdy benches 
for the city’s main street. 

Spinoff ’s director, Jonathan Price, has hosted 
regular Thursday afternoon work sessions in 
the small wood shop area of the studio. Two of 
Spinoff ’s regulars, Charles Holt and Jessica 
Prime, have applied their woodworking skills 
each week and will have produced eight benches 
when the sawdust settles. 

Each of these benches will be personalized by 
the artists at SpinOff, so that when they hit the 
street, their talent can be recognized. 

Gardiner Main Street volunteers included Bill 
Pond, Ed Allen and Kurt Shoener who lent their 
considerable carpentry skills, time and tools to 
help the work along. Holt and Prime  were at 
the ready, eager to complete the benches and 
employ their skills in construction. All the high 
quality wood for this project was generously 
donated by Lapointe Lumber, one of Gardiner’s 
‘good neighbor’ businesses. 

SpinOff Studio is an important member of 
Gardiner’s downtown and hosts a large number 
of productive, talented artists every day. The 
Gardiner location is part of Independence As-
sociation of Brunswick, which opened this new 
location in 2014. 

Representing some 30 artists from Brunswick 
to Madison, SpinOff offers drawing, painting, 
weaving, sewing, print making, sculpture, 
woodworking and theater — the talented SpinOff 

folks recently presented an original drama, 
“Into Clear Waters” to an enthusiastic audience. 
(They were able to use their new benches as 
seating for the play!)

For more information on SpinOff Studio, check 
out their webpage at spinoffstudio.org. Visitors 
are welcome any day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 

SpinOff Studio assembles new 

benches for main street

Submitted photo
Spinoff’s director, Jonathan Price, has hosted 
regular Thursday afternoon work sessions in 
the small wood shop area of the studio. Two 
of Spinoff’s regulars, Charles Holt and Jessica 
Prime, have applied their woodworking skills 
each week and will have produced eight benches 
when the sawdust settles. 

Bringing Nostalgia to Every Home

335 Water Street ◆ Gardiner, Maine ◆ (207) 446-0143
(Across from the Post Office)

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm ◆  Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-3pm ◆  Closed Monday & Tuesday

Come see our Maine made primitive
furniture and accessories along with curtains, 
lighting, rugs, candles, florals to accent any 
country or primitive decor, and a touch of 

antiques throughout the shop!

Sole Proprietor, Kim Pierce • Email: candleinthewindow88@yahoo.com

LAWN & GARDEN
• Vegetable, Herb & Flower Seedlings
• Hanging Flower Baskets
• Memorial Pots
• Bagged Soils & Mulches
• Fertilizers & Pest Control
• Gardening Tools
• Outdoor Chairs & Tables

CAMPING, RV, FISHING 
& GRILLING SUPPLIES
• Tents, Sleeping Bags, Lanterns, Batteries, Water Jugs
• RV Supplies & Repair Parts
• Fishing Rods, Reels, & Tackle
• Grills, Charcoals & Accessories
• Propane Refi lls-RV’s & Tanks, Firewood Bundles

SERVICES
• Screen & Window Repair
• Keys Cut
• Sharpening Service
• Small Engine Repair & Service
• Vacuum Cleaner Repair

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
• Ladders, Dollies, Plumbing, Demolition, Masonry & Drywall

PAINT DEPARTMENT
• Paint, Stain, Ladders & Sundries

ELECTRICAL
• Breakers, Extension Cords, Light Fixtures, Light Bulbs

PLUMBING
• Faucet & Toilet Repair, Well Pumps, Pipe & Fittings

POWER & HAND TOOLS
• Shop Vacs, Drills & Drivers, Masonry Tools, Welding Supplies

FASTENERS
• Extensive Selection SAE, Metric, Stainless, Grade 5 & 8

244 Water Street, Randolph | 207-582-3428 | RandolphHardware.com | Open 7 Days

RANDOLPH HARDWARE
Part of a family owned company founded in 1955.


