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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED



Kennebec Savings Bank is proud to support our
veterans of the past, present, and future.

Today, and every day,
we honor our heroes.

For those who served, thank you for your dedication
to our country and our local communities!

www.KennebecSavings.Bank

Augusta
(207) 622-5801

Waterville
(207) 872-5563

Winthrop
(207) 377-5801

Farmingdale
(207) 588-5801

Freeport Loan Center
(207) 865-1550
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E

xactly 100 years ago today, on Nov. 11, 1918, 
after four years of fi ghting and millions of 
lives lost, an armistice between Germany and 

the Allies was enacted. This important fi rst step to 
bringing an end to World War I is currently celebrat-
ed as Veterans Day, a day to honor all veterans. 

The armistice centennial offers a chance to look 
back on Mainers’ contributions from the war zone 
to the home front. Join the Maine State Museum, 
Maine State Library and the Maine State Archives 
on Sunday, Nov. 11 from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., for 
a free event that looks back at this important time 
in history and acknowledges the debt America 
owes to its veterans. 

The Armistice Centennial Commemoration event will be 
held at the Maine State Cultural Building in Augusta.

Events include: 
•11 a.m. - 1 p.m., World War I  Reenactors will be 

demonstrating military drills and inspections in the Cultur-
al Building Archives.

•1:30 p.m., Armistice Day Commemoration Ceremony, 
with remarks by Maj. Gen. Farnham, adjutant general for 
the Maine National Guard, and Capt. Jonathan Bratten, 

historian for the Maine National Guard, 
as well other honored guests. 

•2:30 p.m., ceremonial wreath laying.
•Last day to see the Maine State 

Museum’s WWI exhibit, “Over There, Down Home: Main-
ers and World War I.” 

•The Maine State Museum is also celebrating all Maine 
veterans who, due to new legislation, may access the 
Maine State Museum free of charge upon showing their 
Maine Resident Lifetime Veteran Park Pass.   

The Maine State Museum is open Tuesday through 
Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. For 
more information, call 287-2301, or visit the Maine State 
Museum website at www.mainestatemuseum.org.

ARMISTICE CENTENNIAL
Event concludes year-long 

look at Mainers in WWI

historian for the Maine National Guard, 
as well other honored guests. 

Contributed images

A program for the centennial event, 
at left, and a World War I-era re-
cruitment poster.

www.nevascularaccess.com

Call Our Team Today to Serve Your Team!

Prevents unwanted hospitalization • reduces x-rays 
decreases delays in treatment • expedites discharges 

all for a fraction of your normal costs.

Non-urgent Internal Jugular Central Lines • PICC Lines 
Midlines • Ultrasound Guided Peripheral IVs

Our Mobile Vascular Team saves your organization money, 
time, and overhead while providing ON CALL insertion of 

vascular devices in intraveneous access patients.

Proud to have Served
Committed to Help Others Still

1 (302) 440-NEVA (6382) 

Dr. Daniel Rice 
DNP, CRNA

Dr. Ashley E. Rice 

After moving to Maine, we saw the large disparity in the care patients were 
receiving in vascular access. After thorough research, we discovered there were 

no mobile services available for the patients in places like the VA Medical System 
and other medical facilities across Maine. We decided to start our own service 

to reach the patients who need vascular access care, especially in rural areas of 
Maine. The real push came from knowing our fellow veterans were not receiving 
timely access. As Veterans ourselves we believe in taking care of one another.
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BY WANDA CURTIS
Correspondent

O

ne Maine veteran who benefited from 
his service in the U.S. Military and 
who has usedhis military benefits to 

improve the lives of others is Dan Rice. 
After serving two tours in Iraq, in support 

of Operation Iraqi Freedom at Camp Bucca, 
Iraq and Baghdad, Iraq, Rice decided to take 
advantage of educational benefits that he 
earned as the result of his military service. 

He began investigating different programs 
in which he could use those benefits after 

returning from Iraq. 
“Upon returning from my 

second tour in Iraq, I got out of 
the military,” Rice said. “I had 
planned to attend physician’s 
assistant school, but when my 
application was approved and 
sent to the GI bill processing 
center, they denied me funding 
because my bachelor’s in Crim-
inal Justice didn’t meet their 

standard for possessing an undergraduate 
degree in a related field. So, I decided to get 
my bachelor’s in nursing (which they would 
provide funding for) as a stepping stone in 
that direction. I was concerned about what I 
would do after getting off active duty.

However, taking on that challenge and 
succeeding, laid the foundation for future 
investments in myself.”

Rice said that he sought assistance from 
the AMVETS representative at a local VA in 
Montgomery, Alabama. He said the represen-
tative assisted him with filing paperwork for 
disability compensation, education benefits, 
and was key to understanding how things 
worked in the veterans system.

Rice utilized his benefits under the GI Bill 

Iraq veteran offers Mobile Vascular Access  

and opiate-free anesthesia services

Contributed photo

Dan Rice, left, owner of New England Vascular Access, based in Farmingdale, “provides ultrasound guided central and peripheral 
vascular access” to patients in small rural hospitals and office settings. “The right line at the right time eliminates delays in treat-
ment, decreases health care costs and improves patient satisfaction,” Rice said.

DAN RICE

More ANESTHESIA, PAGE 5

Thank You 
to Our Veterans

Commercial & Industrial
669 Riverside Dr., Augusta, ME

207-622-9505
www.geroofing.com

Thank you to all of those who 
have served in our military and 

to their spouses, family, and 
friends who support them. 

Eato1\Jeabod
Attorneys at Law y 

1-800-564-0111 I eatonpeabody.com 
Augusta I Bangor I Brunswick I Ellsworth I Portland 

Veterans receive an 
extra 20% OFF

all Parts, Accessories and 
Apparel Purchases

or $200 Off any Motorcycle, ATV, 
or Snowmobile (420cc or Larger) 

purchased on
Saturday 11/10/2018 and Monday 11/12/2018
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and from Vocational Rehabilitation 
to earn an undergraduate nursing 
degree and then decided to spe-
cialize in anesthesia. He received 
his Doctorate of Nurse Anesthesia 
through the United States Army 
Graduate Program, which he said 
was fully funded by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. He then worked 
several years at Togus VA Medical 
Center in Augusta to pay back the 
government for his education.

Rice encourages other veterans 
to take advantage of their military 
benefi ts too. He said that it’s an 
opportunity to not only better them-
selves, but also to improve their 
communities.

“GI bill benefi ts, the Vocation-
al Rehabilitation and Education 
program, veteran specifi c schol-
arships and programs exist as a 
benefi t for their service,” Rice said. 
“Veterans should be encouraged 
to utilize these resources not only 
for themselves, but as a tool to 
continue improving our communi-

ties. The fi rst step is reaching out 
to resources like the New England 
Veterans Chamber of Commerce or 
AMVETS for assistance navigating 
the system.”

When he began thinking about 
starting his own business, Rice 
enrolled in the Entrepreneur Boot-
camp for Veterans (EBV) Program at 
the University of Connecticut School 
of Business, which offers experi-
ential training in entrepreneurship 
and small business management 
to post-911 veterans and military 
family members who serve in a 
caregiver role to a veteran with a 
service-connected disability. 

The website ebvfoundation.org 
states that the purpose of the 
program is “to open the door to 
economic opportunity for veterans 
and their families by developing 
their competencies in creating 
and sustaining an entrepreneurial 
venture.”

New England Vascular Access
Rice later started two businesses 

that serve Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont residents. 

The fi rst is New England Vascular 
Access based in Farmingdale, which 
he said “provides ultrasound guided 

central and peripheral vascular 
access” to patients in small rural 
hospitals and offi ce settings. 

“The right line at the right time elim-
inates delays in treatment, decreases 
health care costs and improves 
patient satisfaction,” Rice said.

The website for New England 
Vascular Access is twww.nevascu-
laraccess.com.

Collaborative 
Anesthesia Partners

The second business, Collabora-
tive Anesthesia Partners, provides 
anesthesia coverage for small rural 
hospitals in Maine, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont. Rice said that he 
noticed that small, rural facilities 
often fi nd it diffi cult to get after 
hours anesthesia coverage. He 
said that personnel from Collabo-
rative Anesthesia Partners not only 
provide coverage, but they also 
have managed entire anesthesia 
departments.

Opiate-Free Anesthesia
In response to the current opioid 

epidemic, Rice is especially proud 
of the fact that they provide opi-
ate-free anesthesia. He said that 

opiate -free and opiate-sparing tech-
niques help to address the opioid 
problem before it gets started. He 
notes that, according to the Maine 
attorney general’s report, the 
number of opioid related deaths in 
Maine doubled between 2015 and 
2017. He said that many people 
are fi rst introduced to opioids when 
they have surgery.

“The average American undergoes 
nine surgical procedures in their 
lifetime,” said Rice. “This is normal-
ly where we are fi rst introduced to 
opiates and begin the dependence 
process. With opiate- free tech-
niques, though, we avoid exposure 
by providing a multimodal approach 
involving advanced regional anes-
thesia techniques in conjunction 
with other non-opiate medications. 

“As someone who has lost a large 
number of close friends due to 
opiate overdose, this is something 
near and dear to my heart,” he said. 
“Our providers train and practice 
uniformly to achieve reproducible 
outcomes at all of our service 
locations.”

Rice said that he learned much 
about regional pain control from the 
military. He said that the Military 
Advanced Regional Anesthesia and 

Analgesia initiative (MARAA) was 
a signifi cant advancement that 
came about during the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. He said that, not 
long after the invasion of Iraq and 
Afghanistan in 2003, a military 
provider commented that “pain con-
trol in Baghdad, 2003, was about 
the same as pain control provided 
during the Civil War — a nurse with 
a syringe of morphine.” He said 
that the Army Regional Anesthesia 
and Pain Management Initiative led 
to the fi rst continuous peripheral 
nerve block in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, which was performed on Oct. 
7, 2003. He said that changed the 
way that anesthesia and analgesia 
are currently provided.

“Today this information has evolved 
through best practice techniques 
and has been tailored to treat anoth-
er battle that we face here at home, 
the opioid epidemic,” Rice said.

For more information regarding 
Collaborative Anesthesia Partners, 
see www.anestpartners.com or 
contact Drice@anestpartners.com 
or call (302) 440-6382.

To contact the New England Veter-
an’s Chamber of Commerce, email 
Lisa@NEVCC.org.

Anesthesia

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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A thank you to all veterans for 

your service and sacrifice!
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BY GEORGE F. SMITH
Winslow

For the past few years 
I’ve written to this news-
paper about some of the 
things we did when we 
had some down time. 
Well, this one episode of 
my year in ’Nam is sort of 

funny when dealing with intelligence at HQ.
It’s been a long time, but I remember 

it happening in May or June of ’69 at, I 
think, a forward base called Tây Ninh, 
Northwest of Saigon, along the Cambodi-
an border.

Your usual night, quiet when we hit 
the sack. Then, about 0300 hours, I 
got woken up by sounds of small arms 
fire, incoming and outgoing. Then a big 
explosion. I looked out my bunker and 
can see Charlie coming in our compound 
alongside a tank. I grabbed my weapon, 
ammo and grabbed some ARVN Airborne 
and went to protect my plane. All of a 
sudden that tank blew up and lit up the 
whole sky. We just kept shooting and No. 
2 tank blew up.

When the sun came up we had to clean up 
the dead and put them on a net for a helicop-

ter to pick them up. It was a mess.
But, I got to talking with the RO (radio 

operator). He said he was trying to convince 
HQ we had enemy tanks on the compound. 
HQ said that intelligence said there are no 
tanks within 20 miles of Tây Ninh, basically 
across the Cambodian border. I left Tây Ninh 
and I had no clue how they got their tanks off 
the base.

And, that was not to be the last time intelli-
gence gave us wrong info. But, it turned out 
OK for me, I made it home with some extra 
metal in me. LOL.

— George F. Smith is chaplain 
of VFW Post 8835

Bombs in the middle 

of the night in Vietnam
BY ROBERT CANFIELD
Maine Veterans Home

I am proud to be an Amer-
ican, especially in consider-
ation under the providence 
of God and the price paid 
by our forefathers in the 
fi ght against tyranny.

In consideration of the recent confl icts, for 
freedom’s challenges for expressions are 
shown by each state in “Honor Flights” to our 
nation’s capital to experience fi rsthand a view 
of the many monuments in honor of those 

who gave their lives and those still alive who 
served in the military.

For myself, having served in military service in 
World War II, I feel so unworthy in Maine Honor 
Flight to repre♦sent the many who fought and 
died in the confl icts for our freedom.

My prayer, in part, is that in the life I have 
been given and the protection from tyranny, 
it may from this experience, the Honor Flight, 
show a God-given patriotism along with all 
others that we may continue to be a free 
country under God, united to one another 
in appreciation for one another in patriotic 
living, ’til death do us part!

Canfield proud to be an American, 

supports Maine Honor Flight 22

In Their Own Words

The Kennebec Journal and Morning Sentinel asked the 

veterans of central Maine to share their wartime stories and 

photos in celebration of Veterans Day. Thank you to those who 

contributed.  Stories from veterans are published as submitted.

In 

Their 

Own 

Words

In 

Their 

Own 

Words

“And, that was not to be the 
last time intelligence gave 
us wrong info. But, it turned 
out OK for me, I made it 
home with some extra 
metal in me. LOL.” 

GEORGE F. SMITH

Augusta: 623.4900 | Waterville: 861-4244
DeltaAmbulance.org

Thank You, Veterans, 

for Your Servicefor Your Servicefor Your Service
All locations will be closed Nov. 12,

in observance of Veterans' Day

Thank You
for all you have done
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BY WANDA CURTIS
Correspondent

H

omelessness is one of the 
veteran’s issues that has 
received much attention 

nationwide.
A recent study by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment revealed that, in January 
2017, there were 40,056 homeless 
veterans living in the U.S. in a single 
night. The study showed that three 
out of five homeless vets were 
housed in emergency shelters or 
transitional housing facilities, and 
two out of five were living in places 
that weren’t suitable for human 
habitation.

According to Maine Homeless 
Veterans Action Committee (HVAC), 
great strides have been made 
during the last several years in 
reducing the number of homeless 
veterans in Maine. Committee 
member Erin Kelly said recently that 
they are now better able to identify 
which veterans are homeless so 
that they can assist them in access-
ing services.

However, she said that many 
more veterans are still at risk for 
becoming homeless because the 
skills they learned in the military 
aren’t transferable into the civilian 
workforce. That means they may 
have to accept a lower paying job, 
and some are unable to pay their 
bills or afford their rent. Others are 
at risk because of post traumatic 
stress disorder or other health 
issues, which make it difficult for 
them to get or keep a job.

Maine veteran Thomas Ptacek 
was employed as a psychiatric tech-
nician at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
while serving in the U.S. Navy. He 
later moved to Maine around the 
time of the 2008 economic reces-
sion and had difficulty finding work.

He said that he worked at a low 
paying job at a convenience store 
for several months, but eventually 
became resigned to not finding a 
better job. He said that, when he 
was unable to find a better job, the 
time intervals between when he 
applied for jobs became longer and 
longer.

“I became defeated in my head,” 
said Ptacek. “I remember when I 
worked on the psychiatric unit at 

Bethesda Naval Hospital I heard the 
terms ‘helplessness’ and ‘hopeless-
ness’ used a lot. I suddenly knew 
what it meant to feel hopeless.”

Ptacek eventually ended up at a 
homeless shelter where he lived 
for the next 1 1/2 years. He said 
that he learned to survive at the 
homeless shelter by disconnecting. 
He said that he didn’t worry about 
the big things while there because 
he had too many little things to 
worry about, such as getting in line 
at the homeless shelter by 5 p.m. to 
get a mat to sleep on for the night, 
or making sure that he arrived at 
exactly the right time for breakfast 
or he wouldn’t have anything to eat.

According to Ptacek, he never 
availed himself of any of his vet-
eran’s benefits because he didn’t 
really consider himself to be a 
“veteran.” He said that many veter-
ans think of a “veteran” as being a 
Vietnam combat veteran and they 
wouldn’t consider themselves to 
be in the same class if they hadn’t 
served in active combat. He said 
that veterans have great respect 
and honor for those who have 
served in active combat.

After he’d been at the shelter for 
about 1 1/2 years, Ptacek said that 
money became available through a 
government grant to help veterans 
with housing. He said that repre-
sentatives traveled to homeless 
shelters across the U.S. searching 
for veterans who might be eligible 
to use the VASH vouchers. He said 
that when they came to the home-
less shelter where he was living 
and asked who the veterans were, 
he quickly spoke up and said “I’m 
a veteran!” Though he appreciated 
the services he’d received, living in 
a homeless shelter isn’t a bowl of 
cherries, he said.

The VASH voucher enabled Ptacek 
to start down the road of becom-
ing independent, but he said that 
what helped him just as much was 
receiving SNAP (Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program) benefits. 
He said that he grew up in a home 
where he knew nothing about SNAP 
or any other government benefits. 
He said that he first found out 
about SNAP benefits when another 
veteran invited him over for a meal.

“He had all kinds of good food 
and his cupboards were full,” said 

Ptacek. “He told me about SNAP 
and that was the beginning of a 
new way of life.”

The largest program in the domes-
tic hunger safety net, the SNAP food 
and nutrition service works with 
state agencies, nutrition educators 
and neighborhood and faith-based 
organizations to ensure that those 
eligible for nutrition assistance can 
make informed decisions about 
applying for the program and can 
access benefits, according to infor-
mation online.

Ptacek explained that receiving 
SNAP benefits didn’t just enable 
him to have good nutrition. He said 
that he suddenly started to feel like 
he had some control over his own 
life. He said that he hates to hear 
about cuts to the SNAP program 
because he knows that will affect 
not only the general public but also 
veterans.

“I think the SNAP benefits were 
the single most important thing that 
helped me to get back on the road 
to taking care of my own self,” said 
Ptacek. “Suddenly I could decide 
which food that I wanted to buy and 
what meals that I would have. It 
gave some semblance of being in 
control of my own life.”

Eventually Ptacek was hired 
to help veterans sign up for the 
Affordable Care Act. He said that 
some veterans were reluctant to 
sign up for those benefits and give 
up their VA benefits because they 
didn’t know how long the Affordable 
Care benefits would last. However, 
he said that not all veterans are 
eligible for VA benefits and some 
have no insurance.

Today, Ptacek is employed with Pre-
ble Street Veterans Housing Services 
in Portland. He helps homeless peo-
ple transition back to a self sufficient 
life after they leave the shelter. He 
said they may need a food box or 
transportation to a doctor’s appoint-
ment or other temporary services. 
He helps to identify those needs and 
make sure those people don’t fall 
through the cracks after they leave 
the shelter. He is not only a hard 
working employee, but also a pow-
erful advocate for the homeless and 
especially veterans. He’s a welcome 
and familiar face to both homeless 
veterans and other advocates.

One of HVAC’s co-chairpersons, 
Robert Marcroft, reports that by the 
end of June 2018, 105 homeless 
veterans were newly identified in 
Maine. He said that HVAC’s system 
housed 59 veterans in permanent 
rental housing during the 90 days 
prior to that.

“I think this data speaks volumes 
about the need for more landlords to 
partner with HVAC member provid-
ers, and rent to our state’s home-
less veterans,” said Marcroft. “This 
would help address the increase in 
veterans becoming homeless in our 
state. As the numbers suggest, this 
is a solvable problem.”

Helplines for the homeless
For veterans who are homeless 

or are in danger of becoming 
homeless, Marcroft said that the 
best way to find out about services 
available to them would be for them 
or a friend or family member to 
contact the National Call Center for 
Homeless Veterans Hotline (877) 
424-3838. The call center is part 
of the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs and someone is available to 
receive calls 24/7. They will direct 
veterans to local resources in their 
area. A resource number in Maine 
is Preble Street Veterans Housing 
Services in Portland. Their num-
ber is 956-6556. They can take 
referrals from throughout the state 
and can also direct veterans to local 
resources in their area. The staff at 
Preble Street can be reached from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Landlords needed to 
partner with HVAC

Any landlord interested in partner-
ing with HVAC to help house home-
less veterans may contact Robert 
Marcroft at (207) 239-2795 or 
(207)874-1100 ext. 1295 or email 
rmarcroft@preblestreet.org.

They can also contact HVAC’s 
other co-chairperson Wendy Thom-
as-Blais at (207) 623-8411 x 2892 
or email wendy.thomas-blais@
va.gov.

Anyone else interested in inquiring 
about how to support HVAC’s efforts 
in other ways can contact either of 
those two individuals as well.

Homeless doesn’t need to mean hopeless

Three of five homeless Maine vets housed in emergency shelters

Contributed photo

The Grand Opening of Thomas Heights, an Avesta Housing 18-unit 
apartment building in Portland named after Thomas Ptacek, which 
houses low-income individuals with a focus on homeless veterans.
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BY WANDA CURTIS
Correspondent

Q

uilts can be a source of comfort.
From the cradle to the grave, 

wrapping oneself snugly in a quilt 
can have a calming effect. The founder 
of the nonprofit Quilts of Valor®, Cath-
erine Roberts, thought that quilts could 
also be healing. Roberts came up with 
the idea of awarding handmade quilts 
to service men and women as a gesture 
of gratitude for their service, sacrifice 
and valor in defending our nation during 
wartime.

According to their website, the Quilts 
of Valor® Foundation originated in 2003 
when Roberts had a dream while her son 
Nat was deployed in Iraq. Roberts said 
that the dream was as vivid as real life.

“I saw a young man sitting on the side 
of his bed hunched over in the middle 
of the night,” said Roberts. “The perme-
ating feeling was one of utter despair. 
I could see his war demons clustered 
around, dragging him into an emotional 
gutter. Then, as if viewing a movie, I saw 
him in the next scene wrapped in a quilt. 
His whole demeanor changed from one 
of despair to one of hope and well-be-
ing. The quilt had made this dramatic 
change.”

Roberts suddenly had an idea. She 
thought of how a volunteer team could 

donate their time and materials to make 
quilts for active and retired military 
personnel. Some volunteers could make 
quilt pieces for the top and others could 
quilt it. Each quilt would be called a 
“Quilt of Valor®.”These quilts would be 
awarded to express gratitude for the ser-
vice and sacrifice rendered to our nation.

According to the website www.QOVF.
org, the first Quilt of Valor was awarded 
in November 2003, to a young soldier at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center who 
had lost his leg in Iraq.

Chaplain John Kallerson opened the 
door to the concept of the quilt because 
his wife was a quilter and he under-
stood. Kallerson thought that the act 
of awarding quilts to wounded soldiers 
would convey the message that someone 
cared. The movement spread across the 
nation.

The organization’s mission statement 
says that their purpose is “to cover those 
service members and veterans touched 
by war with comforting and healing 
Quilts of Valor®.”

In the beginning, the group’s primary 
focus was on awarding quilts to service 
members wounded in Iraq or Afghani-
stan conflicts. However, they heard com-
plaints that it wasn’t fair to award quilts 
to one group and exclude others.

The QOV Foundation eventually broad-
ened their quilt distribution to include 

any service member touched by war, 
even those in the mortuary who re-
mained at home to receive and prepare 
the bodies of service members fallen 
in war. As QOV Foundation members 
listened to a description of how bodies 
were prepared and delivered to family 
members, they came to the realization 
that, although those service members 
were stateside, they too were touched 
by war.

“We awarded quilts to eight veterans 
at the hospice unit at Togus and one 
of the veterans was a Vietnam veteran 
Brookings said. “He told us that he had 
never been thanked for his service be-
fore and the quilt just made his day and 
his service worthwhile. He said that he 
didn’t know what he did to deserve the 
quilt, but he was so glad that he got it. 
We found out yesterday that he has been 
using the quilt daily. We also have had 
veterans tell us that when they get anx-
ious or upset, they wrap the quilt around 
themselves and just sit there, and the 
quilt calms them down, and they can feel 
the love.”

Brookings said that while many quilts 
already have been donated, they can’t 
keep up with all of the requests that they 
receive. She said they’ve awarded 525 
Quilts of Valor® in Maine since 2003 
and they currently have 35 veterans 
waiting to get quilts. She said they not 

only need more quilts, but they also 
need volunteers to help put the quilt 
tops together and do the quilting once 
they receive the tops.

“We have groups in Chelsea at Maine 
Mystic Quilt shop and they also have a 
sewing group that makes Quilts of Val-
or®,” said Brookings. “We have groups 
in Litchfield, Gorham, Norway, Fort Kent, 
Houlton, Yarmouth, Saco and Bridgton 
that all help make quilts. We have many 
individuals all over the state, as well, 
who help make quilts. All Quilts of Valor 
have the veterans’ names on the back.”

One requirement for donated Quilts of 
Valor® is that they must be quilted. They 
don’t accept tied quilts. Patriotic colors 
are preferred, but they will also accept 
quilts made with other colors. More 
information regarding the size require-
ments for Quilts of Valor quilts and the 
fabrics that should be used can be found 
on the website www.qovf.org.

The Quilts of Valor® foundation ac-
cepts not only quilt donations but also 
donations of money and/or materials. 

To find out more about making dona-
tions or to refer service members or vet-
erans to receive a quilt, contact State of 
Maine Coordinator Donna Brookings at 
(207) 523-9322 or email donna.brook-
ings@QOVF.org. Active and/or retired 
service members touched by war can 
also request a quilt for themselves.

Quilts of Valor
®

 express gratitude, offer comfort

All Quilts of Valor® are awarded in a ceremony, whether for  groups of veterans, or to an individual veteran.  The quilts are awarded to thanks and honor the veterans for their 
service to our nation.
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More QUILTS OF VALOR® 
PAGE 12

Contributed photos

Awards ceremonies can take place in 
private homes, hospitals or institutions. 

Both male and female members of the 
military and veterans are awarded Quilts of 
Valor®.

This veteran was thrilled with his quilt awarded at 
the Togus Va Medical Center.

WELCOME
VETERANS.

At KVCC, we want our service men and women to know that we appreciate your service. 
Now it’s our turn to serve you! Let us help you move forward with your career plans.
 
KVCC offers over 30 certificate and degree programs in a wide variety of career fields. 
We have the lowest tuition rates in the state, with the added bonus of small class sizes. 
We can even help you transfer if a bachelor’s degree is in your plans after KVCC.
 
We strive to make our campus as Veteran-friendly as possible. Our skilled financial aid 
personnel can help you to access your VA benefits, and our advisors will help you discover 
if you are eligible for college credit based on your service and training.

Spring 
Semester 

Begins 
Jan. 22, 2019

92 Western Avenue | Fairfield, ME 04937
(207) 453-5822 (KVCC) 

www.kvcc.me.edu
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Veteran Community, military

programs are active at UMA

SUBMITTED BY BRENT WOOTEN
Director of Enrollment Marketing 

University of Maine at Augusta

A

t the University of Maine at Augusta, 
veterans and active duty military 
personnel will find a wide range of 

courses, degrees and services available 
to them at both campuses, and at eight 
statewide UMA Centers.

Since the University’s founding in 1965 
when a simple blue and white sign that 
read “Welcome Veterans” encouraged 
Vietnam-era Veterans to enroll, UMA has 
continued a rich tradition of supporting 
military-experienced students. Laurie 
Krzywda, UMA’s Veterans Affairs School 
Certifying Official (SCO), assists students 
with the required paperwork to access 
veteran educational benefit programs. 

“Currently, we have over 300 students 
that are using federal education military 
and veteran benefits,” Krzywda said.

The Veterans Academic Center (VAC) on 
the Augusta Campus is a key component 
and a notably visible element of UMA’s 
allegiance to veterans and their families. 
First opening its doors in Nov. 2017, the 
VAC provides dedicated space for UMA’s 
veteran student population, and serves as 
a place to study, write and print papers, 
take online exams or just hang out with 
friends.

Amy Line is a UMA alum, adjunct faculty 
member and a Navy veteran. 

“This space was designed in a very 
thoughtful manner with an eye to improv-
ing accessibility for veterans,” Line said.  
Color schemes and LED lighting provide 

a more conducive environment for those 
with the invisible wounds of war, such as 
traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Touch screen computers 
and other technology upgrades are also 
part of the center’s design.

Line is also the director of Military and 
Veteran Services at UMA, and helps 
students navigate veteran benefits and 
resources. She was instrumental in secur-
ing the private grant funding  that  allowed 
for the creation of the VAC itself and the 
ability to hire four veteran peer mentors 
at UMA.

On Oct. 4, 2018, the VAC was buzz-
ing with activity as several of the peer 
mentors and a dozen student veterans, 
including Marine veteran Brad Blais and 
his service dog, Romulus, witnessed the 
installation of five red cedar seals, each 
representing one of the five branches of 
the military. Between classes, students 
had the opportunity to check in with 
others, share home-baked snacks and 
enjoy fresh picked apples— and do some 
studying.  Zaid Dajani, business major 
and Jordan U.S. Army veteran, said it best: 
“This is just a great place to study. It’s our 
own space.”

Elaina George, veteran peer mentor and 
U.S. Army veteran, enjoys the camarade-
rie of the group. “Having a role here, and 
being able to come and help out really 
gives me a greater purpose to be on this 

campus. It’s a real close community.” 
George, a Mental Health and Human Ser-

vices student, was previously a veteran’s 
case manager for an Augusta shelter. 

“Working here at UMA in the Vet Cen-
ter exemplifies what we’re used to as 
service members.” George said. “We are 
accustomed to serving others because we 
ourselves have served our country.”

Most importantly, UMA and specifically 
the VAC, provides a safe environment and 
friendly place for fellow veterans to seek 
and lend support to each other and to 
interact with the UMA Office of Military 
and Veterans’ Services staff. Support for 
veterans is augmented by the Military and 

Veterans Advisory Council, composed  of 
UMA alumni, local community members, 
faculty and staff.

“It’s the people who make this place 
special,” said Samantha Brown, U.S. 
Navy veteran, pre-med biology student 
and aspiring Doctor of Osteopathy. “I can 
come here and talk with others who’ve 
served, and work on our courses. We also 
take hikes together on the trails around 
campus. It’s just a great community.”

UMA’s commitment to educating and 
providing opportunities to veterans, 
service members and their families has 
earned it the following designations: Mili-
tary Friendly School by G.I. Jobs Magazine; 
Top Colleges & Universities by Military 
Advanced Education & Transition; Best 
for Vets by Military Times and Best Online 
Bachelor’s Degrees for Veterans by U.S. 
News & World Report.

Learn more at uma.edu/veterans.

“Currently, we have over 300 students that are using federal 
education military and veteran benefi ts.”  

LAURIE KRZYWDA, UMA’S VETERANS AFFAIRS SCHOOL CERTIFYING OFFICIAL.

We give 
heartfelt 

thanks to all 
who served 

our great 
country.

81 Puddledock Road, Manchester • 622-5965Thank you for your service
118 Cony Street 

Augusta 621-2570
29 Whitten Road

Augusta 622-3136
118 Cony Street 29 Whitten Road

│ │  │ 
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UMA photo

UMA student veterans 
with Amy Line (6th from 
left), Director of Military 
& Veteran Services at the 
Veterans Academic Center.

Take a moment out of 
your day to remember 

all those who have given 
so much for the freedom 

we enjoy today.

16 Pleasant Street, Augusta • 983 Ridge Road, Windsor

1-877-622-9311 
www.plummerfh.com • Plummerfh@Plummerfh.com

Leo Murphy Patrick Murphy Michael Murphy Jeffrey Popadak David Ames

Plummer Funeral Home
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Quilts of Valor
®

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Contributed photo

Quilts of Valor® 
are made and 
quilted by volun-
teers from across 
the nation to be 
presented to 
veterans in each 
state.

“We awarded quilts to eight 
veterans at the hospice unit at 
Togus and one of the veterans 
was a Vietnam veteran.He told us 
that he had never been thanked 
for his service before and the quilt 
just made his day and his service 
worthwhile. He said that he didn’t 
know what he did to deserve the 
quilt, but he was so glad that he 
got it. We found out yesterday that 
he has been using the quilt daily. 
We also have had veterans tell 
us that when they get anxious or 
upset, they wrap the quilt around 
themselves and just sit there, and 
the quilt calms them down, and 
they can feel the love.”

DONNA BROOKINGS, MAINE’S COORDINATOR 

FOR THE QUILTS OF VALOR® FOUNDATION

For their courage, hard work and dedication to their 
country, we salute the men and women of our Armed 
Forces past and present. It is because of their sacrifice 
that America remains the land of the free, and we thank 
them for protecting our citizens and our country.
Wishing all of our veterans and soldiers a very happy 
Veterans Day.

ROUTE 7, NEWPORT
1-800-613-FORD (3673) • 368-4300
Sales: 8-6 M-F, 8-5 Sat • Service: M-F 7:30-5Sales: 8-6 M-F, 8-5 Sat • Service: M-F 7:30-5

BROWSE OUR INVENTORY AT www.varneyford.com

12   Sunday, November 11, 2018   ________________________________________________________ Advertising Supplement • Kennebec Journal • Morning Sentinel



Thank you for your service 
and your commitment to 
protecting our freedom.

Federally insured by NCUA
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Source:  http://www.maine.gov/veterans/recognition/maine-heroes/gold-star-honor-roll.html

WE SALUTE OUR FALLEN MAINE VETERANS
The following Maine service members have given their lives in defense of freedon since September 11, 2001.

The families of these heroes were presented the Maine Gold Star Honorable Service Medal in recognition of their service member’s dedication, duty and ultimate sacrifice while service our state and nation in support of combat operations.

RANK LAST FIRST MI AGE CASUALTY COUNTRYHOME OF RCD. BRANCH ME RELATIVE/TOWN
 
CPL. BRIAN M. KENNEDY,25 3-20-03 KUWAIT HOUSTON, TX    MARINES MELISSA DERBYSHIRE, (MOTHER), PT CLYDE
CW4 HALVORSEN ERIK  A. 40 4-2-03 IRAQ BENNINGTON, VT ARMY          HALVOR A. HALVORSEN, (FATHER) RICHMOND
LCPL BRUNS CEDRIC E. 22 5-9-03 KUWAIT VANCOUVER, WA MARINES GRANDPARENTS, BANGOR
SGT MCMILLIN HEATH A. 29 7-27-03 IRAQ CANANDAIGUA, NY ARMY ETTA MAY MCMILLIN, BIDDEFORD
CW5 SWARTWORTH SHARON T. 43 11-7-03 IRAQ VIRGINIA ARMY BERNARD MAYO, (FATHER)LITCHFIELD
SSG CHERRY CRAIG W. 39 8-7-04 AFG WINCHESTER, VA ARMY ROY CHERRY, (FATHER) WINDHAM
L CPL ARREDONDO ALEXANDER S. 20 8-25-04 IRAQ RANDOLPH, MA MARINES VICTORIA FOLEY (MOTHER)BANGOR
MSG HORRIGAN ROBERT M. 40 6-17-05 IRAQ AUSTIN, TX ARMY MARY HORRIGAN (MOTHER)BELFAST
2LT COUTU MATTHEW S. 23 6-27-05 IRAQ NO. KINGSTOWN, RI ARMY UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
SPC LUCAS JOSEPH A. 23 12-5-05 IRAQ AUGUSTA, GA ARMY  JEFFREY LUCAS SR., (FATHER) WISCASSET
SPC MERCHANT CHRISTOPHER S. 32 3-1-06 IRAQ HARDWICK, VT ARMY AMBER BRAGG, (DAUGHTER) BANGOR
SPC SCHNEIDER MATTHEW E. 23 8-28-06 IRAQ GORHAM, NH ARMY          ANDREW E. SCHNEIDER, (FATHER) KITTERY
SSG JACKSON II WILLIAM S. 29 11-11-06 IRAQ SAGINAW, MI ARMY SISTER, WARREN
SPC LITTLE KYLE A. 20 5-8-07 IRAQ W. BOYLSTON, MA ARMY MICHAEL LITTLE, (FATHER) NO. BERWICK
MAJ OLMSTED ANDREW A. 37 1-3-08 IRAQ COLORADO SPGS, CO ARMY BANGOR
SPC TAYLOR DEON L. 30 10-22-08 AFG BRONX, NY ARMY NO. ANSON 
SGT BALDUF KEVIN B. 27 5-12-11 AFG NASHVILLE, TN MARINES RICHMOND
CPL GOYET MARK R. 22 6-28-11 AFG SINTON, TX MARINES PHILIP & NANCY CURRAN, (GRANDPARENTS),  
         WESTBROOK

RANK LAST FIRST MI AGE CASUALTY  COUNTRY HOME TOWN BRANCH

CDR SCHLEGEL ROBERT A 38 9-11-01 PENTAGON GRAY NAVY

MSGT ANDREWS EVANDER E 36 10-10-01 QATAR SOLON AIR FORCE

LCDR CLUKEY ROBERT E 33 11-3-02 ADRIATIC SEA ORONO NAVY

MAJ AUBIN JAY T. 36 3-20-03 KUWAIT WATERVILLE MARINES

SPC  CUNNINGHAM DANIEL FRANCIS J. 33 4-4-03 IRAQ LEWISTON ARMY

1SG  COFFIN CHRISTOPHER D. 51 7-1-03 IRAQ KENNEBUNK  ARMY

SGT  GOLDING NICHOLES D. 24 2-13-04 AFGHANISTAN ADDISON ARMY

SGT  HOLMES JEREMIAH J. 27 3-29-04 IRAQ NORTH BERWICK ARMY

SGT  GELINEAU CHRISTOPHER D. 23 4-20-04 IRAQ PORTLAND  ARMY

SGT  ROUKEY LAWRENCE A. 33 4-26-04 IRAQ WESTBROOK ARMY

SPC  BEAULIEU BEAU R. 20 5-24-04 IRAQ LISBON  ARMY

CPT  TRANCHEMONTAGNE DANIEL   J. 32 5-30-04 WASH., DC PORTLAND  ARMY

CPT  CASH CHRISTOPHER S. 36 6-24-04 IRAQ WINTERVILLE, NC ARMY

SSG  POULIN SR. LYNN R. 47 12-21-04 IRAQ FREEDOM ARMY

SGT  DOSTIE THOMAS J. 20 12-21-04 IRAQ SOMERVILLE ARMY

1SG  JONES MICHAEL  D.  43 3-3-05 FT. DRUM, NY UNITY ARMY

SFC  DOSTIE SHAWN C. 32 12-30-05 IRAQ LEWISTON ARMY

SPC  HUMBLE JOSHUA U. 21 2-26-06 IRAQ APPLETON ARMY

SGT  COREY DAN A. 22 3-13-06 IRAQ NORWAY ARMY

SPC  HARRIS DUSTIN J. 21 4-6-06 IRAQ PATTEN ARMY

SSG  KELLY JR. DALE J. 48 5-6-06 IRAQ RICHMOND ARMY

SSG  VEVERKA DAVID M. 25 5-6-06 IRAQ UMO STUDENT ARMY

CPT  DAMON PATRICK D. 41 6-15-06 AFGHANISTAN FALMOUTH ARMY

PFC  SMALL ANDREW R. 19 8-11-06 AFGHANISTAN WISCASSET ARMY

CPT  KEATING BENJAMIN D. 27 11-26-06 AFGHANISTAN SHAPLEIGH ARMY

CPL  LIBBY DUSTIN  J. 22 12-6-06 IRAQ PRESQUE ISLE       MARINES 

SSG  CIRASO KRISTOFER R. 26 12-7-06 IRAQ BANGOR ARMY

SSG  ROSS ERIC  26 2-9-07 IRAQ KENDUSKEAG ARMY

RANK LAST FIRST                  MI    AGE   CASUALTY          COUNTRY                   HOME TOWN               BRANCH 

LCPL ROSA ANGEL  21 3-13-07 IRAQ S. PORTLAND MARINES 

SGT  SWIGER JASON W. 24 3-25-07 IRAQ SOUTH PORTLAND ARMY

SGT  MCDONALD EDMUND W. 25 3-29-07 AFGHANISTAN CASCO ARMY

SPC  WILSON CHRISTOPHER  M. 24 3-29-07 AFGHANISTAN BANGOR ARMY

SGT  PARKER RICHARD K. 26 6-14-07 IRAQ PHILLIPS ARMY

SGT  HOUSE JOEL A. 22 6-23-07 IRAQ LEE ARMY

SPC  DORE JASON E. 25 7-8-07 IRAQ MOSCOW ARMY

SGT  EMERY BLAIR W. 24 11-30-07 IRAQ LEE ARMY

SFC  LOWERY JONATHAN A. 38 12-14-07 IRAQ HOULTON ARMY

PFC  SMITH TYLER J. 22 3-21-08 IRAQ BETHEL ARMY

SFC  ROBERTSON NICHOLAS A. 27 4-2-08 AFGHANISTAN OLD TOWN ARMY

SPC  BUXBAUM JUSTIN L. 23 5-26-08 AFGHANISTAN SOUTH PORTLAND ARMY

LCPL BERNARD JOSHUA M 21 8-14-09 AFGHANISTAN            NEW PORTLAND MARINES

PFC  BROCHU JORDAN M 20 8-21-09 AFGHANISTAN OAKLAND ARMY

SGT  KIRK JOSHUA J. 30 10-3-09 AFGHANISTAN SOUTH PORTLAND ARMY

SPC  SLACK WADE A. 21 5-6-10 AFGHANISTAN WATERVILLE ARMY

SSG  SILK BRANDON M. 25 6-21-10 AFGHANISTAN ORONO ARMY

SSG  SHAW ERIC B. 31 6-27-10 AFGHANISTAN EXETER ARMY

PFC  SPRINGER, II CLINTON E. 21 10-24-10 AFGHANISTAN SANFORD ARMY

1LT  ZIMMERMAN JAMES R. 25 11-2-10             AFGHANISTAN            SMYRNA MILLS MARINES

SPC  HUTCHINS ANDREW L. 20 11-8-10 AFGHANISTAN NEW PORTLAND ARMY

PFC  MCLAIN BUDDY W. 24 11-29-10 AFGHANISTAN MEXICO ARMY

PFC  SPRINGMANN TYLER M. 19 7-17-11 AFGHANISTAN HARTLAND ARMY

CPT  BRAINARD JOHN R. 26 5-28-12 AFGHANISTAN DOVER-FOXCROFT ARMY

SSG  WING JESSICA M 42 8-27-12 KUWAIT GLENBURN ARMY

SFC  HENDERSON AARON A 33 10-2-12 AFGHANISTAN HOULTON ARMY

SGT  GARVER COREY E. 26 6-23-13 AFGHANISTAN TOPSHAM ARMY

 

TO ALL FALLEN HEROES WITH TIES TO MAINE WHO HAVE DIED IN THE DEFENSE OF FREEDOM

Source:  http://www.maine.gov/veterans/recognition/maine-heroes/fallen-heroes.html

Alice E. Knapp
Attorney at Law

Thank You Veterans!
21 Main Street • Richmond

737.4603 • Fax 737.4304 • aknapp@gwi.net

Health Law 
Administrative and Regulatory Practice

Family Law • Municipal Law
Personal Injury • Insurance Denials

Contracts, Wills and Deeds

What’s Your Reason To Call All Season?

Thank You For 
Your Service!

Metal Roofing • Home Additions
Kitchen & Bath Renovations

Siding & Windows

823 Church Hill Road, Augusta 
207-626-3039 

www.all-season.com

Like Us On
Facebook!

Trusted For
26 Years

Veterans Memorial Post 205
“In Honor of Our Fallen Soldiers”

396 Eastern Ave. Augusta • 622-9061

We As Elks 
Will Not Forget...

Here’s to the men and women of our armed 
forces, who unselfishly answered their 

nation’s call. In times of war and times of 
peace, these dedicated Americans stood 

ready to fight and die so that 
democracy might live on.

Elks Lodge BPOE #964
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
397 Civic Center Drive, Augusta, Maine

Thank You For 
Your Service!

General Contractors Since 1962 
“We do it all – from foundation to finish”

622-1764 • 1-800-244-1764
3029 N. Belfast Avenue, Augusta Major’sThe

Call Dave Sheperd Today!
C.F.O./Manager

207-622-5859 (office)
207-859-0944 (cell)

david.sheperd@the-majors.com
www.the-majors.com

680 Main Ave., Farmingdale, ME

Welcome at

Furniture & 
Appliance

Buy • Sell • Trade • New/Used Guns & Scopes

NEILSON’S SPORTING 
GOODS, LLC

Hamilton’s Gun Shop
726 Maine Ave., Farmingdale, ME 04344

Gary Hamilton, Owner
(207) 629-9163/9164
Fax (207) 629-9164

www.neilsonssportinggoods.com
hamiltonsgunshop.com

REBECCA’S PLACE
THANK YOU!

623-8142
434 Western Avenue, Augusta, ME 04330

Restaurant and Catering Service

75 Western Ave. • Augusta, ME
207-623-1123

email: info@spragueandcurtis.com

WE THANK YOU!

www.tristatestaffing.com

Thank You 
Veterans

For Your Service!
225 Western Ave., Unit 1
Augusta, Maine 04330

1-800-989-9112 • Fax 207-622-0489 
 207-622-0470

Windsor
Veterinary

CliniC
Erika Matthies Praul, DVM • Darryl Praul, DVM

from all of us at

Small Animal Medicine and Surgery Exams
Vaccinations - Geriatrics - X-Rays - Ultrasound - Dentistry

New Patients Always Welcome

736 Ridge Road (Rt. 32) Windsor
www.windsorvetclinic.com • 445-2373

Providing Quality Veterinary Care

36 East School Street, Oakland, Maine
207-716-1090

pawsandclawsme.com

OFFERING PUPPY KINDERGARTEN!
Doggie Daycare • Boarding • Private Cat BoardingDoggie Daycare • Boarding • Private Cat Boarding

Established in 2008

Your pet’s home 
away from home
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BY VALERIE TUCKER
Correspondent

S

tudents in Maine’s elementary, middle 
and high schools are preparing for 
National History Day competition in 

January 2019. They will push themselves 
and each other to create inspiring projects 
relating to world, national or state history and 
the past’s infl uence on current events. 

It’s all part of the annual contest by the 
nonprofi t National History Day organization in 
College Park, Maryland.  

The organization’s 2019 theme, Triumph 
and Tragedy in History, challenges students 
to develop  critical thinking, problem-solving, 
research and reading skills. Three Maine 
teachers also were chosen to receive  gradu-
ate-level training, travel and studies with their 
peers around the country while they guide 
their students  in the individual and group 
projects. 

Nov. 11, 2018, marks the 100th anni-
versary of the end of the war, and Crystal 
Polk, a social studies and reading teacher in 
Regional School Union 58’s Strong Elemen-
tary School, knew she wanted to study more 
about the “war to end all wars.”

“My grandfather was in World War I,” she 
said. “I’ve always wanted to know more about 
it myself.”

While doing her graduate studies after 
school and on weekends, she and colleagues 
Wendy Morrill and Candace Dunham will be 
guiding their students as they to prepare for 
National History Day regional competitions 
in January 2019 in Lewiston and Orono. 
Finalists will go on to the state competition 
in April. 

“In addition to what we’re doing in our reg-
ular social studies classes, Candace, Wendy 
and I are collaborating, so that across 
grade levels, students are in groups,” she 

Students prepare for National History Day 

Contributed by John Taylor, State Coordinator for Maine National Day

Maine National History Day, a year-long educational program for high school and 
middle school students, is co-organized by the University of Maine and the Margaret 
Chase Smith Library. Last year’s winners in the Senior Paper category included Laura 
Parent, Maranacook Community High School; Kiersten Jones, Noble High School and 
Autumn Littlefi eld, Messalonskee High School.

“They don’t have the same kind 
of memorials in Europe as they 
do here in the United States.” 

JOHN TAYLOR, 

State Coordinator for Maine National Day

More STUDENTS, PAGE 17

H O N O R I N G  A L L  W H O  S E R V E D

“My experience with UMA has been amazing. 
The community here is great and I love being an 
active member at the Veterans Academic Center.”

Samantha Brown
UMA 2018 Rising Scholar and U.S. Navy Veteran
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said. “They are doing individual and group 
research connected to the National History 
Day’s Triumph and Tragedy theme.”

One student is studying Cornelia Thurza 
Crosby, also known as “Fly Rod” Cros-
by. Born in Phillips, she became the fi rst 
registered Maine guide in 1897. She also 
traveled and wrote for national newspapers 
and magazines, promoting Maine as a travel 
destination in the early 20th century. Polk 
said other study topics include the World 
War I restrictions on German immigrants 
and the community of Shakers who cared 
for war orphans.

National History Day’s monthly webinars 
have introduced Polk to new topics that 
allow her to enhance her students’ learn-
ing experience. One book, “The Hello Girls: 
America’s First Women Soldiers,” tells the 
story of America’s fi rst women soldiers who 
operated the military’s communication sys-
tems in Europe and are credited with helping 
win World War I.

Other partners and supporters have 
included the University of Maine, the Maine 
Humanities Council and the Maine Historical 
Society. Many donations of time and money 
from schools, teachers, parents, students, 

and local historical societies and cultural or-
ganizations from across the state make the 
program possible, according to John Taylor, 
state coordinator for Maine National Day.

Each year, students choose from a wide 
variety of project options. They can do a 
research paper,  an exhibit, a performance, a 
documentary or a website, either as individu-
als or in a group of two to fi ve. Each category 
in each division is judged separately, and 
group participants do not have to be in the 
same grade to compete together, but they 
must be in the same division, Taylor ex-

plained.
Each state has a central point of contact. 

Maine’s affi liate of the National History Day 
organization is the Margaret Chase Smith 
Library and Museum in Skowhegan. 

Taylor serves as Maine’s coordinator for the 
national organization and provides participating 
Maine teachers with resource materials. He 
said he, too,  loves history, but wasn’t prepared 
for the impact of the museums and artifacts he 
encountered  on a trip to Europe with his wife. 

Taylor said World War I wasn’t a period of 
time he had a great interest before his trip, 

where he visited  some of the sites of the 
greatest devastation and loss of life, he said. 

“They don’t have the same kind of memo-
rials in Europe as they do here in the United 
States,” Taylor said.

In an area roughly half the size of Manhat-
tan, thousands of men died in 1916 during 
the nearly-year-long battle in Verdun, France. 

“When I saw the trenches and how close 
the soldiers had to have been when they were 
shooting at each other, it really hit home for 
me,” he said.

Visiting the Douaumont Ossuary was one of 
the most powerful experiences he encoun-
tered at the former Western Front. This build-
ing in Verdun was started in 1920 as a place 
of sanctuary for the hundreds of thousands 
of bones that were scattered throughout the 
battlefi eld site. The ossuary cloister contains 
the bones of 130,000 unidentifi ed soldiers, 
arranged according to the area of the Verdun 
battlefi eld in which they were found, Taylor 
said.

For information about Maine National Histo-
ry Day program, contact Taylor at the Marga-
ret Chase Smith Library, email john.m.taylor@
maine.edu or call 474-7133.

National History Day is nonprofi t orga-
nization based in College Park, MD  and 
has affi liates in all 50 states, Washington, 
DC., Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, 
South Korea, China, South Asia  and Central 
America.

Students

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

BEHIND MAINE 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY

Maine National History Day, a year-long educational program for high school and 
middle school students, is co-organized by the University of Maine and the Margaret 
Chase Smith Library. 
This year’s major contributors are: Margaret Chase Smith Foundation, the Univer-

sity of Maine at Orono’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Education 
and Human Development, the McGillicuddy Humanities Center and the Department 
of  History,  the Maine Masonic College and the Maine Humanities Council. 
Schools, teachers, parents, students, and local historical societies and cultural 

organizations also donate time and money to make the program possible, said state 
coordinator John Taylor.

Roderick Road
Winslow, Maine

Veterans Day
November 11, 2018

With Total Appreciation To All Who Have Served Our Country

Central Maine Veterans MeMorial Park

Central Maine Veterans Memorial Park wants to thank all the people who have helped at the park this year.
Thank you to the Patriot Riders of America, Maine Chapter 3 and the Boy Scout Troop 41, The Central Maine Jeep Owners, and our gardening gals 

(MJ Stafford, Connie Mitchell, Pat Poulin and Linda Dart) and anyone else who pulled a weed or two while they were visiting the Veterans Park. 
Without all the above named, I don’t know what we would do..

Thank you to Jim Elias of Elias Monuments, located in Madison, Maine. He engraves all the stones and delivers them to the park.
Central Maine Veterans Memorial Park lost a loyal friend recently. Alta Lambert was always there every Memorial Day and Veterans day as soon as 

the parade she rode in had ended. We will truly miss you Alta.
Applications for stones and benches can be obtained by stopping by Winslow Supply Inc., 567 Benton Ave., Winslow, Maine or by calling 873-5608.
We also have a beautiful website at www.maineveteranspark.com
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We miss and love you dearly. Sending this 
message with a loving kiss for eternal rest.

Always in our Hearts, Your Wife and Family

In Honor and Memory Of

Richard E. Fowler, Sr.
Airman 2nd Class - Korea

October 13, 1936 - January 8, 2010

Proud to have known this Vet from Jackman.
Family and Friends

In Honor Of

Francis Doyon
Military Police Corporal

1942 - 1946 Yukon Territory

In Memory Of

Harry Dixon Jr.
Tech 5

We appreciate your service and all 
you went through during WWII.
Love, Carol, Gwyn and Families

In Honor Of

Guy F. Davis
Air Police Squad, 

U. S. Air Force and Reserves
December 29, 1932 — March 2, 2011

We were always so proud of you,
and your service.

Love:  Wife, Arlene,
Children: Patricia, Cindy, RoseMarie,

Charlene, Scott and Families.

We’re glad you’re still with us.
Love Your Baby Sister Mary and Nephews 

David,  Alton and Terry

In Honor Of

Richard Cyr
10 Years in U. S. Air Force

Happy 85th Birthday

Miss You,
Dave, Maggie, Ray and Andy

In Honor and Memory Of

Norman Chavarie
U. S. Marine Corps, 1st Marines,

9th Engineering, Tunnel Rat

In Honor Of

Sergeant Philip 
C. Buck

U. S. Army Air Corp. - WWII
November 13, 1920 - March 29, 2007

You are in my thoughts and prayers from 
morning to night and from year to year.

Sadly Missed by Son, Mike

In Honor Of

Norman B. Buck
January 12, 1924 - August 25, 2013

Always in my heart.
Sadly Missed by Nephew, Mike

THANKS
For Serving Our 

Country!
Dad, Wendell E. Brown and 

His Brothers, Myron, 
Laurice and Nelson; 

My Brother, Lloyd W. 
Brown and Our Uncles, 
Arthur L. Benner and 

Clarence R. Jones
Love, Linda J. Brown

Thank you and many blessings for your 
service.

Son of Joseph and Emma Bernard

In Honor Of

Real A. Bernard
World War II, PFC 103 INF 43 Division

1918 - 1944

In Honor and Memory Of

Richard V. Awalt
Sergeant U. S. Marine Vietnam

You were a light in my life that burns 
forever

Love You Forever, Your Sister, Gloria 
and Brother-in-Law Clinton

Remembering Our Veterans
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Samuel Shapiro
P/O 3rd, Navy World War 2
Military Aide De Camp to 
Governors Ken Curtis and 

Joseph Brennan

Samuel Shapiro USN

In Honor and Memory Of

Morris Z. Shapiro
40th British Fusiliers

“The Jewish Legion” World War I
Fought The Turkish Army in Palestine

Samuel Shapiro USN
Forever Proud and Never Forgotten

Love, Your Family

In Honor Of

Wilder G. Purdy
1st Lieutenant Co-Pilot WWII USAAF 

February 1919 - October 1943

Joseph A. L. Martin
Staff Sergeant

We are proud that you served and thank 
you for making our world a better place.

Love, your family

Proud of your accomplishments and raising 
two men that serve to keep us safe.

Love, Momma!

In Honor Of

Jason Maddocks
Sergeant 1st Class

In Loving Memory Of

Ralph A. Lee

A proud WWII Veteran!
Forever missed and always loved,

Your Wife and Family

In Honor Of

Roland H. LeClair
CPL, Army, WWII

July 23, 1921 - Oct. 9, 1994

It’s been 24 years you’ve been gone. 
May God’s angels guide you and protect 

you throughout time.
Still Remembered by Kevin & Pat LeClair, 
Darlene Franklin, Kerry LeClair, Nephew 

Brandon, Niece Jasmin and her son Mason, too!

In Loving Memory Of

Val Labrie, Sr.
July 24, 1924 - November 2, 2002

WW II

In the hearts of those he touched. 
Nothing loved is ever lost. 

He was loved so much.
Miss You. Love, Marion

In Honor and Memory Of
George Hamel

Airman 2nd Class - Petty Officer
U. S. S. Gilbert Island

Oct. 24, 1931 - May 29, 2011
Thank you for teaching us the value 

of service, honor and duty.
You will always be our hero.

We Love and Miss You Every Day

Left to right: Chuck Hallee 25 years; 
E. Roger Hallee 30 years; Bernie Hallie 
5 years in NAM; Luc Hallee 26 years; 

Claude Hallee 26 years.
Thanks for Serving

In Honor Of

Hallee’s
Combined 112 Years of Military 

Service

In Honor and Memory Of
Douglas F. Gleason

May 7, 1925 - Sept. 17, 2002 
WWII U. S. Army & U. S. Air Force

Also in Paratroopers

Thank you for the wonderful days 
we shared together. My prayers will 

be with you until we meet again.
Never forgotten, always loved.

Marion and Family

Remembering Our Veterans

May God bless you always. 
We miss and love you always.

Ma, David, Alton, Frankie, Roland 
and Terence

In Honor Of

Vincent W. Gill
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We are forever proud and grateful for your 
strength and courage.

Wife, Dotti and Family

In Honor Of

Douglas Withee
E-5

We are so proud of your service in WWII
Your Loving Family

In Honor Of

Ervin H. Tyler
Corporal U.S. Army

97 Years Young

We Love and Miss You Every Day,
Eva and Family

In Honor Of

Eugene C. Smith
Chief Warrant Officer

Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the 
memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.

Love, Mom, Family and Friends

In Honor Of

Wade Alan Slack
Specialist - 707th EOD KIA Operation 

Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan
 March 22, 1989 - May 6, 2010

We are beyond proud of you!
Love and Miss You,

Mom, Memere and Pepere

In Honor Of

Alexander J. Routhier
Specialist

Uncle Mike, We miss you terrible.
Hoping you found peace.

Kathy A. and MM

In Honor Of

Mike Morin
November 1953 - October 28, 2013

Dad, We miss you awful – your smile and 
kindness. Sorry you had to suffer so much.

Kathy Ann and MM

In Honor Of

Francis J. Morin
Agent Orange Veteran

August 1970 - March 1972
Buried: November 28, 2016

Dad, Pepere, We love and miss you for all the 
kindness you have shown us.

MM and Kathy

In Honor Of

Laurent Dutil
WWII 1942 - 1944
England - France

Happy
Veterans Day November 11

2018
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BY VALERIE TUCKER
Correspondent

V

olunteers from Maine Old Cemetery 
Association and other local and state 
historic preservation groups gath-

ered in October to clean the stone of Col. 
George McLellan Presson, who is buried in 
the Riverside Cemetery in Farmington. 

The son of David and Doris (Hillman) 
Presson, he was born Aug. 1, 1864 and 
raised in Farmington, along with his younger 
brother Alexander. According to the 1900 
census, he was living in Farmington with 
his wife Geneva (Huston) Presson, with 
their two young daughters, Doris and Cora, 
and listed his profession as optician. In 
1890, he was assigned to the 15th Maine 
Regiment and, although he never saw 
active combat, he oversaw military matters 
in Maine. He spoke on college campuses, at 
town meetings and elsewhere to increase 
enlistments and encourage civilian support 
for the troops fi ghting overseas in World 
War 1. 

During the war, he helped organize relief 
efforts for Maine’s neighbor to the north. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia was rocked on Dec. 
6, 1917, by a massive explosion after two 
ships collided in the harbor. One of them, 
the SS Mont Blanc, was packed with explo-
sives, and the enormous blast killed nearly 
2,000 people and injured approximately 
8,000 more. 

Very soon after the explosion, a Boston 
banker received a message on the private 
banking telegraph from an American in 
Halifax: “Organize a relief train and send 
word to Wolfville and Windsor [towns near 
Halifax] to round up all doctors, nurses and 
Red Cross supplies possible to obtain. Not 
time to explain details but list of casualties 
is enormous.”

The banker immediately contacted the 
head of the Massachusetts Committee on 
Public Safety, a new kind of organization 
created earlier in 1917 to respond to public 
emergencies. It was the fi rst U.S. public 
emergency response unit and had members 
from public and private organizations—and 
its fi rst test would be in Canada rather than 
the United States. Maine and the nation 
provided signifi cant relief efforts. Delayed 
by snow storms, American medical units 
arrived between Dec. 9 and 12 from the 
Massachusetts State Guard, Maine Nation-
al Guard and Red Cross units from Boston 
and Rhode Island. One train from Maine 
brought 110 doctors, four nurses, and 10 
non–medical staff to the relief effort. 

Maine State Archives (digitalmaine.com/
wwI_halifax_explosion/53) has document-
ed many of Adjutant General Presson’s 
records, which provide a rare glimpse into 
the tragedies of war. Presson’s Jan. 2, 1918 
expense reimbursement request included 
all the usual costs for transportation, room, 
board and incidentals. One miscellaneous 

expense — cigars, $15.50 — indicates that 
he may have had an occasional opportunity 
for some relaxation. As Adjutant General, 
Presson attended the St. Louis caucus in 
1919 as one of the 10 Maine delegates 
who supported the organizing of the Amer-
ican Legion on both the national and state 
level.  He served until 1921 and retired with 
the rank of Colonel. 

Maine State Archives expert Sam Howes 
wanted to do something to commemorate 
the close of the centennial year of the Nov. 
11, 1919 Armistice and the end of World 
War 1. He decided that the Presson family’s 
stones were in need of cleaning, so he 
contacted Maine Old Cemetery Association 
member Deb Probert in Farmington, who 
gathered a group of volunteer cleaners to 
meet with him on a chilly October after-
noon. They sprayed, scrubbed and sprayed 
again until the Presson family’s stones be-
gan to lose its lichen growth and ugly dark 
stains and return to its former appearance. 
The entire effort was a great way to honor 
a veteran who name might otherwise be 
forgotten in state and national history.

The Digital Maine Repository is one of 
several services of the Maine State Library 
to facilitate digitization of— and enhanced 
access to— collections related to Maine 
history, genealogy, culture and government 
through digitalmaine.com. For more infor-
mation on Col. Presson’s part in WWI, visit 
digitalmaine.com. 

Farmington native honored 

for efforts in World War I

Photo by Holly Price

Volunteers, from left, Deb Probert, Sam 
Howes, Jane Woodman and Maxine 
Brown, tackle the job of cleaning Col. 
George McLellan Presson’s stone in the 
Riverside Cemetery in Farmington. Not 
pictured is photographer Holly Price.

Courtesy of the Maine State Museum

Col. George McLellan Presson did not see 
active duty in World War I, but he worked 
diligently on the home front to ensure 
that Americans continued to support their 
soldiers overseas. One historic incident 
involved relief efforts for Maine’s neigh-
bor to the north. Halifax, Nova Scotia 
was rocked on Dec. 6, 1917, by a massive 
explosion after two ships collided in the 
harbor. One of them, the SS Mont Blanc, 
was packed with explosives, and the 
enormous blast killed nearly 2,000 people 
and injured approximately 8,000 more. A 
train from Maine brought 110 doctors, four 
nurses, and 10 non–medical staff to the 
relief effort. 

Presson helped organize 

the American Legion

244 Western Avenue, Augusta
207-622-0551

Mon-Fri 9-8 • Wed-Sat 9-10 • Sun 11-7
www.damonspizzaanditalians.com

S INCE 1950

20% off
to all Veterans on Veterans Day!

LeClub Calumet
Thank You
Veterans!

334 West River Road | Augusta, ME 04330

www.calumetclub.com 207-623-8211

WEDDINGS
CORPORATE MEETINGS
SEMINARS
DANCES
BANQUETS (FULL SERVICE CATERING STAFF)

FUNERAL BRUNCHES
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
AND MUCH MORE!

“Unis Pour 
Toujours”

61 Grove Street, Waterville • 72 Cony Street, Augusta
316 Benton Ave., Winslow • 245 Madison Ave., Skowhegan

wwwdimensionsfcu.com • (800) 326-6190

THANK YOU!
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Membership is more 

than 2 million

BY VALERIE TUCKER
Correspondent

A 

year after the United States joined 
Allied Forces in April 1917, the Allies 
signed a cease fi re, or armistice, 

with Germany at 11 a.m. on Nov. 11, 1918. 
According to the Library of Congress, Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the fi rst 
Armistice Day the following year on Nov. 11, 
1919, with these words: “To us in America, 
the refl ections of Armistice Day will be fi lled 
with solemn pride in the heroism of those 
who died in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both because of the 
thing from which it has freed us and because 
of the opportunity it has given America to 
show her sympathy with peace and justice in 
the councils of the nations…” 

World War I was supposed to be “the war to 
end all wars.” 

Until World War II, Armistice Day was 
celebrated in the United States, Great Britain 
and France. In 1954, after World War II, the 
remembrance day was renamed Veterans 
Day in tribute to veterans of all U.S. wars. This 
is the centennial year for one of the country’s 
most recognized and respected veterans’ 
organizations, according to Donald Hands, 
state committee organizer and commander of 
Ramsdell Rogers Post 56. 

“We have a lot of activities planned through-
out the year,” Hands said. “We have a lot of 
American Legion history we’re sharing with 
Maine people.”

According to the organization’s historical 
records, the American Legion’s start began in 
the wake of devastating casualties in Europe. 
In March 1919, members of the American Ex-
peditionary Force convened in Paris, France, 
for the fi rst  meeting to fi nd ways to boost the 
morale of troops overseas and support from 
home. Lt. Col. (and future U.S. President) 
Theodore Roosevelt Jr. was among the among 
the attendees and suggested forming an 
organization of veterans. 

That May, delegates gathered for a second 
caucus in St. Louis, Missouri, and adopt-
ed American Legion as the organization’s 
offi cial name. They adopted their emblem 
in June and were chartered by Congress in 
1919 with the mission of service to veter-
ans, service members and communities.  
Over the past century, the American Legion 
has evolved from a group of war-weary veter-
ans of World War I into one of the most infl u-
ential service organizations in the country. 

The July 4, 1919 issue of the American 

Legion Weekly said, “The Legion itself is a 
spontaneous expression of purpose by those 
millions of Americans who helped crush 
autocracy. Out of their common experienc-
es through the dark months of the war has 
grown a comradeship and a patriotism which 
is vitalized by their organization into this 
single concrete force which will stand always 
as a barrier against the forces of greed, 
ignorance and chaos. The American Legion 
is the epitome of that Americanism for which 
it stands. Its voice is the majority voice of its 
members; its will the will of the many. Sponta-
neous in inception, it has been democratic in 
its development. There are no titles recorded 
on its rolls. It is free of rank, of cast—and of 
partisanship. If it seeks in a full measure to 
serve those who were in service, it seeks in 
fuller measure to serve America.”

In November 1919, the fi rst Legion con-
vention gathered in Minneapolis to adopt 
their constitution and preamble. They voted 
to locate the Legion’s national headquarters 

BORN OUT OF A 
PURPOSE TO SERVE

The July 4, 1919 issue of the Amer-
ican Legion Weekly said, “The Legion 
itself is a spontaneous expression of 
purpose by those millions of Americans 
who helped crush autocracy. Out of 
their common experiences through the 
dark months of the war has grown a 
comradeship and a patriotism which 
is vitalized by their organization into 
this single concrete force which will 
stand always as a barrier against the 
forces of greed, ignorance and chaos. 
The American Legion is the epitome of 
that Americanism for which it stands. 
Its voice is the majority voice of its 
members; its will the will of the many. 
Spontaneous in inception, it has been 
democratic in its development. There 
are no titles recorded on its rolls. It is 
free of rank, of cast — and of parti-
sanship. If it seeks in a full measure 
to serve those who were in service, 
it seeks in fuller measure to serve 
America.”

Photos reprinted with permission from the 
American Legion National Headquarters in 

Indianapolis, Indiana.

This telegram, printed on the July 4, 1919 
cover of the American Legion Weekly, 
was sent from Chaumont, France by 
General John Pershing, the American 
Expeditionary Forces Commander 
for American soldiers in World War 
I.  Pershing told the American Legion 
members, “It gives me much pleasure to 
extend the American Legion my hearty 
good wishes for success on the occasion 
of the fi rst issue of the offi cial paper of 
these society of veterans of the Great 
War. The Legion is destined to be of 
tremendous value in fostering the 
ideals and purposes for which we 
fought, and is spreading among our 
people the lessons learned in the 
war. The American Legion weekly 
as the medium of communication 
throughout the country will more 
closely unite the already 
strong bonds 
of com-
radeship 
among the 
members. 
I predict a 
most useful 
future for 
the Legion 
and the loy-
al support 
of all for 
the new 
weekly.”

in Indianapolis and passed a resolution to 
support the Boy Scouts of America. A cen-
tury later, the organization is the chartering 
agency for more than 1,700 Scouting units. 
In 1937, they organized and have continued 
to support the annual Boys State and Girls 
State, which are summer leadership pro-
grams for high school juniors.

The Legion’s efforts also resulted in the 
creation of the U.S. Veterans Bureau, which 
preceded the Veterans Administration. 
In 1925, members created the American 
Legion Baseball program. Today, according 
to American Legion statistics, more than 50 
percent of Major League Baseball play-

ers are graduates of  the program. About 
82,000 youths play on Legion-sponsored 
teams each year.

Today, American Legion membership is 
over 2 million, with more than 13,000 posts 
organized into 55 departments: one each 
for the 50 states, along with the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and 
the Philippines. 

For more information about the American 
Legion and locations of posts in Maine, visit 
legion.org; write to American Legion National 
Headquarters, 700 N. Pennsylvania St., P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206; or call 
(317) 630-1200. 

American Legion has strong history
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Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Sat. 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Sun. (Breakfast Only) 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Downtown

Diner
204 Water Street and

107 Commercial Street, Augusta
623-9656

Thank 
You 

Veterans
today and 
every day!

33 Hannaford Drive, China | 445-3385

Thank You
Veterans

THE KORNER 
STORE &DELI

45 Oak St., Oakland • 465-3292 • 465-3293
WE DELIVER!

Oakland, Waterville, Winslow, Fairfield and Belgrade
To businesses, offices, hospitals and homes.

www.kornerstoreanddeli.com

20% OFF
ANY DELI ITEM 

WITH MILITARY ID

Thanks To All Who
 Have Served, So We Can Live 

In A Free Country!

65 Main Street | Richmond 737-4401
MAIN STREET FUEL

from

MAINEX
932 Riverside Drive, Augusta – 623-9707

mainex@roadrunner.com

Happy 
Veteran’s Day

MAINE
STATE 

INSPECTION

KIRKPATRICK’S 
SERVICE AND REPAIR

Quality Repair in the Augusta Area!

AUGUSTA’S FOREIGN CAR SPECIALIST! 
82 Cony Road, Augusta, ME | 622-1557
Monday - Friday 7:15 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

FREE Coffee to ALL Veterans 
on Veterans Day, November 11, 2017

Just show your Military ID or a Maine Military Driver’s License
ROUTE 3, SOUTH CHINA • 207-993-2596

THANK YOU, VETERANS, 
FOR YOUR SERVICE 
TO OUR COUNTRY!

Thanks to
Our Veterans
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BY WANDA CURTIS
Correspondent

O

ne of the benefi ts to which some 
veterans with service-related injuries 
may be entitled is Vocational Rehabili-

tation. 
Iraq veteran Chris Carson knows from 

fi rsthand experience what a difference that 
program can make in the lives of veter-
ans. Carson said that after the Veteran’s 
Administration (VA) determined that he had 
a service-related disability, he learned that 
he was entitled to benefi ts through the VA’s 
Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment 
program. He used those benefi ts to earn 
his master’s degree and to fi nd his current 
position as a vocational rehabilitation coun-
selor for the state of Maine. Today, he works 
with other veterans to help them through 
the same type of situations that he faced 
when he returned home from serving in the 
military.

According to Carson, the federal Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment program can 
help to cover education and employment 
related expenses. The state of Maine’s Vo-
cational Rehabilitation program can help fi ll 
in holes that the VA can’t assist with. He said 
that veterans can apply for both programs 
and then the people who administer those 
programs can coordinate the benefi ts.

“If they apply for both state and federal 
help, both agencies will process the applica-
tions, coordinate together and maximize the 
resources,” Carson said. “They can apply at 
any Career Center and it can take up to 60 
days (by policy) to determine eligibility—but 
I can sometimes fi nd them eligible in a few 
days or weeks.”

Carson stressed that anyone with a 

disability can apply to fi nd out if they’re 
eligible for the state of Maine’s Vocational 
Rehabilitation program, but only veterans 
with a service-related disability can be 
found eligible for the federal Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment program. 
So the good news is that, even if a disable 
veteran doesn’t qualify for services through 
the federal program because their disability 
is not service related, they may still possibly 
qualify for the state of Maine’s program. He 
said that if they are denied services, they 
have the right to appeal the decision.

Both programs will cover education and/
or some types of training for veterans with a 
disability. They may also cover other expens-
es that are necessary for a person so they 
can perform and get to work.

“Working with the state Vocational 
Rehabilitation program, I was able to get a 

Vocational rehabilitation 

could help to save a veteran’s life

“If they apply for both state and federal help, 
both agencies will process the applications, 
coordinate together and maximize the 
resources.” 

CHRIS CARSON, 
Veteran Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor for Maine

More REHABILITATION, PAGE 26

Proud to have served in the U.S. Navy 
Julian F. Beale, III

Thank you to all who have 
and are serving our country!

Kennebec Guns
51 Cony Street, Augusta        (207) 622-1157

8Thank You Veterans!

Checking Accounts
Savings Accounts
Share Draft Accounts
Auto Loans
Home Equity Loans
& Much More!

BECOME A 
MEMBER
 TODAY!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. (kitchen closes at 9 p.m.)
99 West River Road, Waterville • 877-8325 • 207-87 STEAK • www.jfs.me

There Is Always
Great Food,
Great Steaks 

and Great 
Service

Central 
Maine’s 
Finest 

Steakhouse

There Is AlwaysThere Is AlwaysThere Is AlwaysThere Is AlwaysCentral Central Central 

On Veterans Day, we say “Thank You” to 
all those who have served our country.

Veterans receive a Free Appetizer with Every Entree 
with your Veteran ID.
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With our deepest 
gratitude and respect,  
we honor your service 

on this Veterans Day  
and every day. 

Martin’s Point Health Care is a not-for-profit organization providing primary and specialty 

health care to all and TRICARE® and Medicare health plans to military families and seniors 

in Maine and beyond. Visit us at www.MartinsPoint.org.  

Martin’s Point US Family Health Plan is a TRICARE Prime® plan for active-duty family 

members and military retirees and their families (to age 65). Through our contract with 

the Department of Defense, we offer the plan in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, upstate 

New York, and northern Pennsylvania. 

To learn more call today at 1-877-612-2798.

TRICARE is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, Defense Health Agency. All rights reserved.

THANK 
YOU

Martin’s Point Health Care
Serving Military Families in Maine and Beyond for Over 35 Years
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Courtesy Chris Carson

Iraq war veteran Chris Carson in October 2009.

hearing aid due to my hearing loss in Iraq,” 
said Carson. “The hearing aid makes doing 
my job much more tolerable and effi cient.”

Carson believes that one reason 22 veter-
ans in America take their own lives by suicide 
each day is because they have diffi culty 
transitioning back into civilian life. He said 
part of that transitioning involves fi nding 
employment;  if they’re injured or suffering 
from PTSD, it may be diffi cult for them to get 
hired or keep a job. That’s where a vocational 
rehabilitation counselor may be able to help 
by directing them to resources that they may 
not know about.

State of Maine Vocational Rehabilitation 
counselors are housed at the Career Centers 
throughout the state. The new Career Center 
on the Hinckley campus in Fairfi eld and the 
one located in Augusta both serve central 
Maine veterans.

For information about the federal Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment program, call 
(888) 442-4551 or contact Chris Carson at 
(207) 624-5149 for questions regarding the 
state or federal program.

Rehabilitation

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

www.yourhometownvet.com

51 Western Avenue | Fairfield, ME 04937 207.453.7387

24 - HOUR
emergency care

www.

24 - HOUR
emergency care

So bring them to where they will receive top-notch care.
Your Pets Deserve the BEST... www.yourhometownvet.comwww.

So bring them to where they will receive top-notch care.So bring them to where they will receive top-notch care.

We Love Your BIG Pets, too…
On-site horse, cattle and large animal care.
The Best of the Best care for your BEST friends…

WE ALSO 
PROVIDE...

• Wellness Exams
• Illness 
   and Injury 
   Diagnosis
• Surgery
• Vaccinations
• In-House Lab

Services 
We Provide...

• X-Ray
• Ultrasound
• Therapy Laser
• Acupuncture
• Chiropractic Care
• Fully Stocked 
   Pharmacy

Thank You Veterans!

It’s All About You!

 

2010 North Belfast Ave. | Augusta, Maine 04330  (207) 622-3442 • www.capitalareafcu.org

We have accounts for all ages and offer loans 
that will fit your budget. We are here to lend a 

hand with your financial needs.

SERVING KENNEBEC, LINCOLN 
AND WALDO COUNTIES

THANK YOU VETERANS FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Free Estimates on Flooring and Window Treatments!

Your Flooring and Window Treatment Specialists

276 Whitten Road, Hallowell, ME 04347 • (207) 620-8888 • www.mattsonsflooring.com
Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Stop by our showroom and speak with a member 
of our team about options for your home.

Joyce Schoenthaler, Charles Stubenrod, Vivian Gaboury, 
Jim Davis, Steve Goranson and Ashley Woods.

Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Flooring • Cork 
Hardwood • Braided Rugs • Porcelain Tile

Area Rugs • Laminates • Carpeting • Bamboo

Your Flooring and Window Treatment SpecialistsYour Flooring and Window Treatment SpecialistsYour Flooring and Window Treatment Specialists
Our team is proud to support Veterans 

today and every day of the year 
with a 10% military discount!

HAPPY 
VETERANS

DAY
Saluting those who served

Cold Weather is Coming – Replace Your Windows Before Winter
SCHEDULE A FREE CONSULTATION

145 Main Street
Newport, Maine 04953
(844) 340-9890
www.rbagreatermaine.com
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David Wexler, MD, FRCS
Augusta, ME \\ 207-621-8700
Oakland, ME \\ 207-873-8100

Moby Parsons, MD
Portsmouth, NH 
603-431-5858

SuperPath®

TISSUE SPARING TOTAL HIP REPLACEMENT APPROACH

PROVEN TO REDUCE HIP 
REPLACEMENT RECOVERY TIME1

The SuperPath Hip Replacement Technique was designed 
to minimize trauma to soft tissue in the hip. Because of 
this minimally invasive approach, patients typically have 
a shorter hospital stay and a number of patients walk the 
same day as their surgery.1

Make an appointment today to learn how you an 
get back to full function, faster.

www.mynewhip.com/NewEngland

Every patient is different, and individual results vary. There are 
risks and recovery times associated with surgery. Consult your 
doctor to determine if hip replacement surgery is right for you.

Reference:
1 J Chow. “Modified Micro-Superior Percutaneously-Assisted Total Hip: Early Experiences & 
Case Reports.” Current Reviews in Musculoskeletal Medicine (2011) 4:146–155. Trademarks and 
Registered marks of MicroPort Orthopedics Inc. © 2018 MicroPort Orthopedics Inc. All Rights 
Reserved. 015583 OCT2018
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This Veteran’s Day, Darling’s Augusta wants to say

THANK YOU to our veterans.

This Veteran’s Day, Darling’s Augusta wants to say

THANK YOU to our veterans.

439 WESTERN AVENUE, AUGUSTA
DARLINGS.COM | 1-877-568-0277 

$249per
mo.

Lease
for

only

2018 Hyundai Tucson SE AWD

2018 Hyundai Elantra SE Automatic

2019 Hyundai Ioniq Hybrid

$249per
mo.

Lease for only

$169per
mo.

Lease
for

only

2019 Ram 1500
Classic Express 4WD

Lease for 36 months with 10,000 miles/year. First payment due at signing. Includes tax, title, and 
documentation fee. No security deposit. Must qualify. Offer includes all incentives and rebates. OFFER 
INCLUDES $500 MILITARY REBATE.* Additional miles available. Lease overage at $0.20 per mile. See 

dealer for details. Stock #404180. MSRP $20,015. Model 48412F45. Offer expires 12/03/18.

Lease for 36 months with 10,000 miles/year. $1,000 down plus first payment due at signing Includes tax, title, and documentation fee. No 
security deposit. Must qualify. Offer includes all incentives and rebates. OFFER INCLUDES $500 MILITARY REBATE.* Additional miles 
available. Lease overage at $0.25 per mile. See dealer for details. Stock #608619. MSRP $44,615. Model KS508742. Offer expires 12/03/18.

$299 per
mo.

Lease
for

only

Buy 
for

only
OR $249 at 0% APR

for 72 months

*Or buy with 

2.9%
APR

*Or buy with 

2.9%
APR

*DD-214 required for all military rebates.

per
mo.

for 72 months

for 72 months

Lease for 36 months with 10,000 miles/year. No payment due at signing. Includes tax, title, 
and documentation fee. No security deposit. Must qualify. Offer includes all incentives and 

rebates. OFFER INCLUDES $500 MILITARY REBATE.* Additional miles available. Lease 
overage at $0.20 per mile. See dealer for details. Stock #404364. MSRP $23,525. Model 

N0502F4S. Offer expires 12/03/18.

*Must qualify for low 
rate financing offer on 
buy option. See dealer 

for details.

Lease for 36 months with 10,000 miles/year. $1,000 down plus first payment due at signing. 
Includes tax, title, and documentation fee. No security deposit. Must qualify. Offer includes all 

incentives and rebates. OFFER INCLUDES $500 MILITARY REBATE.* Additional miles available. 
Lease overage at $0.20 per mile. See dealer for details. Stock #404227. MSRP $25,205. Model 

84412A45. Offer expires 12/03/18.

We’re proud to offer these exclusive deals 
to active military and veterans.

Buy for payment includes 
documentation fee. Tax, title 

extra. Must qualify for low rate 
financing. See dealer for details.

1ST PAYMENT ONLY DUE AT SIGNING! NO MONEY DOWN!

WITH $0 DUE AT SIGNING!

*Must qualify for low 
rate financing offer on 
buy option. See dealer 

for details.
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